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Course 1: The Identity Issue
Before you can even begin to discover your purpose, start a business, or choose a career, you must first have 
a revelation of who you are. Knowing your Source and your true identity is the foundation of life and the 
starting point for discovering your true potential and ultimate destiny.  Most of us have been taught to settle 
for finding a “good job” just to pay the bills, and therefore we are rarely nurtured or educated in the process of 
discovering ourselves first. 

The goal of this course is to give you the tools to remove the blinders, false beliefs, and mentality you have 
cultivated over the years and to unleash the power of who you really are. This is fundamental to tapping 
into the leader that you were born to be and unleash the lion within. Dr. Myles Munroe said, “You have 
the capacity to lead, but you need the mentality for it.” Welcome to the first step in the transformation to 
becoming a true agent of change!

Unit 1—Ignorance Makes The World Go Round

Unit 2—Father To All

Unit 3—Dominion Mandate

Unit 4—What Is Your Excuse?

Unit 5—The Lion Within

Unit 6—The Blame Game

Unit 7—What Are You Thinking?

For full and expanded understanding of the topics covered in this course, we suggest you read the 
book listed in the Recommended Reading Section of each unit.
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Unit 1
Ignorance Makes The World Go Round
Ignorance affects each of us in ways we don’t even realize until we decide to seek the truth for ourselves. In this 
first unit we will discover the original truth about God and you. Once you discover the truth, you have truly 
found life!

Learning Objectives
• Students will be able to identify the truth about God and themselves. 

• Students will be able to identify how ignorance has impacted their lives and discover how knowing 
the truth will positively affect the decisions they make about themselves and the structure of our 
world.

Recommended Reading
 The Spirit of Leadership by Dr. Myles Munroe
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Before We Begin. . . 
Take a few moments to read and answer the following questions. Take time to reflect on your answers to these 
questions. When you are ready, continue reading.

1. Do you believe you are becoming all you were designed to be? Why or why not?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. Is your life limited by external factors? What are they?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. How would you describe your identity? Who are you? Where are you from?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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A Lion Among Sheep
Below is a story that Dr. Myles Munroe shares in his book The Spirit of Leadership. This story talks about 
many of the core issues that we face in humanity. The name of the story is “A Lion Among Sheep,”1 and it is a 
story he heard when visiting an African Chief several years ago:

There was once a farmer who lived in this village and also was a herder of sheep. One day, he took 
his sheep out to pasture, and while they were grazing, he suddenly heard a strange noise coming 
from a patch of grass, which first sounded like a kitten. Led by his curiosity, the old shepherd went 
to see what was the source of this insistent sound, and to his surprise, he found a lone shivering 
lion cub, obviously separated from his family. His first thought was the danger he would be in if 
he stayed too close to the cub and his parents returned. So the old man quickly left the area and 
watched from a distance to see if the mother lion or the pack would return. However, after the sun 
began to set, and there was still no activity to secure the lion cub, the shepherd decided that in his 
best judgment, and for the safety and survival of the lion cub, he would take him to his farmhouse 
and care for him. 

Over the next eight months, the shepherd hand-fed this cub with fresh milk and kept him warm, 
safe, and secure in the protective confines of the farmhouse. After the cub had grown into a playful, 
energetic ball of shiny muscle, he would take him out daily with the sheep to graze. The lion cub 
grew with the sheep and became a part of the herd. They accepted him as one of their own, and 
he acted like one of them. After fifteen months had passed, the little cub had become an adolescent 
lion, but he acted, sounded, responded, and behaved just like one of the sheep. In essence, the lion 
had become a sheep by association. He had lost himself and become one of them. 

One hot day, four years later, the shepherd sat on a rock, taking refuge in the slight shade of a leafless 
tree. He watched over his flock as they waded into the quiet, flowing water of a river to drink. 
Suddenly, just across the river, there appeared out of the thick jungle bush a large beast that the lion 
cub had never seen before. The sheep panicked and, as if under the spell of some survival instinct, 
leaped out of the water and dashed toward the direction of the farm. They never stopped until they 
were all safely huddled behind the fence of the pen. Strangely, the lion cub, who was now a grown 
lion, was also huddled with them, stricken with fear. 

While the flock scrambled for the safety of the farm, the beast made a sound that seemed to shake 
the forest. When he lifted his head above the tall grass, the shepherd could see that he held in his 
blood-drenched mouth the lifeless body of a lamb from the flock. The man knew that danger had 
returned to his part of the forest. 

Seven days passed without further incident, and then, while the flock grazed, the young lion went 
down to the river to drink. As he bent over the water, he suddenly panicked and ran wildly toward 
the farmhouse for safety. The sheep did not run and wondered why he had, while the lion wondered 
why the sheep had not run since he had seen the beast again. After a while, the young lion went 
slowly back to the flock and then to the water to drink again. Once more, he saw the beast and froze 
in panic. It was his own reflection in the water. 

1 Munroe, M. (2005). The spirit of leadership: cultivating the attitudes that influence human action. New Kensington, PA: Whitaker 
House.
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While he tried to understand what he was seeing, suddenly, the beast appeared out of the jungle 
again. The flock dashed with breakneck speed toward the farmhouse, but before the young lion 
could move, the beast stepped in the water toward him and made that deafening sound that filled 
the forest. For a moment, the young lion felt that his life was about to end. He realized that he saw 
not just one beast, but two—one in the water and one before him. 

His head was spinning with confusion as the beast came within ten feet of him and growled at him 
face-to-face with frightening power in a way that seemed to say to him, “Try it, and come follow 
me.”

As fear gripped the young lion, he decided to try to appease the beast and make the same sound. 
However, the only sound that came from his gaping jaws was the sound of a sheep. The beast 
responded with an even louder burst that seemed to say, “Try it again.” After seven or eight attempts, 
the young lion suddenly heard himself make the same sound as the beast. He also felt stirrings in 
his body and feelings that he had never known before. It was as if he was experiencing a total 
transformation in mind, body, and spirit. 

Suddenly, there stood in the river of life two beasts growling at and to each other. Then the shepherd 
saw something he would never forget. As the beastly sounds filled the forest for miles around, the big 
beast stopped, turned his back on the young lion, and started toward the forest. Then he paused and 
looked at the young lion one more time and growled, as if to say, “Are you coming?”

The young lion knew what the gesture meant and suddenly realized that his day of decision had 
arrived—the day he would have to choose whether to continue to live life as a sheep or to be the 
self he had just discovered. He knew that, to become his true self, he would have to give up the 
safe, secure, predictable, and simple life of the farm and enter the frightening, wild, untamed, 
unpredictable, dangerous life of the jungle. It was an invitation to a “sheep” to become the king of 
the jungle. Most importantly, it was an invitation for the body of a lion to possess the spirit of a lion.

After looking back and forth at the farm and the jungle a few times, the young lion turned his back 
on the farm and the sheep with whom he had lived for years, and followed the beast into the forest 
to become who he always had been—a lion king.
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This story about the lion who thought he was a sheep is important for us to understand because this is one of 
the foundational problems that humanity faces. It is both an identity problem and a mentality problem. This 
story teaches us that the greatest enemy of man is the misconception of who he is and why he is here. The 
world thinks the greatest enemy of man is the terrorists groups, dictatorships, or Satan, but in reality, man is 
his own greatest enemy. We also need to understand that it is ignorance that is keeping us in darkness.

What is the opposite of ignorance? Knowledge. Jesus was very clear when he said, “Then you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32). When we understand that we need truth, other things 
become clear. The key to releasing our personal bondage is truth. The foundation of the ultimate deception of 
mankind was not theft, adultery, or lying, but it was based in self-deception and self-doubt. 

Self Deception
Let’s take a look at how self-deception can change not only individual lives, but also history. The devil came 
to Eve and said, “If you take a bite of this apple, then you will be like God” (Genesis 3:5 paraphrased). She 
already was like God, but she did not know that truth about herself, therefore she was deceived.

The enemy is using this same strategy against us today. A lack of understanding of who we really are is at the 
root of all of humanity’s problems. Not knowing who you are is the greatest threat to your future.

You have to know who you are, who God is, and who the enemy is. You might be surprised to find that your 
enemy, Satan, is not as much of a threat as you think. We have built him up to be bigger than he is. The Bible 
says he is like a roaring lion. He is not one, but only pretends to be one.

It’s like hearing a lion’s roar and running away in terror, even though you have no other evidence that a lion is 
there. For all you know in that moment, it may be an audio device producing the sound of a lion. There was 
no reason to run; the roar you heard was harmless. In the same way, ignorance of self is the root of all of man’s 
frustrations and the heart of his dilemma. This is what we face in mankind.

Professor Gillen of Oral Roberts University once said, “It is not love that makes the world go ‘round, but 
ignorance.” As we observe events taking place around us, we can understand how true this statement is. It 
is a very important truth from the Word of God. He said, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” 
(Hosea 4:6 NKJV).

You have read that man is his own worst enemy, and this is the root of all of his dilemmas and struggles in life. 
Man is simply trying to discover who he is, why he is here, and what is the point of being. This discovery is 
not going well because he is listening to others around him that do not know who they are, why they are here, 

Knowing the truth is the 
key to personal freedom.
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or why they exist. We are all facing an identity crisis. This, I believe, is the root of all the problems the world is 
facing, and why they are getting worse.

If you keep up with daily events you are likely to be aware of what is going on. Youth around the world 
are signing up to become terrorists. Why? They want to belong. They want to identify with something or 
somebody that is doing something. They want significance in their life. They want a purpose for living that is 
bigger than themselves. In actuality, everybody is looking for significance—a reason and a purpose to live—
but few have found it.

Many have the mentality that we are here to pay bills and die. It is no wonder drug use is so rampant around the 
world! People are trying to escape their reality of only paying bills until they die. Where is the meaning, purpose, 
and fulfillment in that life? It is no wonder that people identify themselves with groups—a community, a gang, or 
a terrorist group—that attempts to give them a sense of meaning and purpose. But in the end, they don’t know 
who they are—they lack their own identity—and they are looking for an identity for themselves.

Whose job is it to teach them who they are? Is it the schools? The parents? The church? The identity crisis is one 
of the roots of the problems that we are facing, particularly in the youth. 

Satan’s greatest weapon against you is to keep you ignorant of who you are. He wants to keep you in darkness, 
which is why he is often referred to as “The Prince of Darkness.” The word darkness, when translated in 
Hebrew, figuratively means “ignorance.”2 Satan’s strategy is to keep you in ignorance, but that is all he has. 
Once you understand that, you cannot be misled anymore.

Jesus never said a government, a civil rights movement, or a man would set you free. He said, “Then you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32). Therefore, your bondage is rooted in a lie. The 
purpose of this study guide is to teach you the original truth about yourself, because once you know who you 
really are, there is no stopping you. 

What Is Truth?
Discovering the truth is our most important pursuit in life, and everyone is seeking it in one way or another. 
The problem is that most people look for it in all the wrong places, even pursuing religions in their search.

It begs the question: what is truth? That is the question Pilot asked Jesus. Real truth is only found in the mind 
of the manufacturer—your Creator. It is only found in the Word of God. Any other source is a detriment to 
you. 

2 Strong’s Hebrew: 2822 (choshek). (n.d.). Retrieved February 13, 2018, from http://biblehub.com/hebrew/2822.htm

The greatest enemy of man is a misconception 
of himself. Therefore, discovering the Truth is 

our most important pursuit in life.
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When you do not know the truth about your identity, you are simply experimenting. Who has the time 
to experiment in life or live haphazardly? Yet, that is what we see so many people doing. This explains why 
people are suicidal, why people can’t sleep at night, and why people have anxiety and stress in their lives. They 
do not know the truth. They do not know who they are.

In John 14:6 Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life.” According to Jesus, there is only one way, 
and if you follow this way, you will discover the truth which leads to life. This is a very powerful statement!

Let’s consider a passage of scripture we have all probably read, but have never been taught its true meaning. It 
is found in Psalm 82, which was written by King David under the unction of the Holy Spirit. Verse 5 states:

“The ‘gods’ know nothing, they understand nothing. They walk about in darkness.”

Remember, in Hebrew the word “darkness” means ignorance. He is saying mankind knows nothing, and, 
therefore, they are walking in ignorance.

Psalm 82 (NIV)
1 God presides in the great assembly; 
     he renders judgment among the “gods”:

2 “How long will you defend the unjust 
     and show partiality to the wicked?

3 Defend the weak and the fatherless; 
     uphold the cause of the poor and the oppressed.

4 Rescue the weak and the needy; 
     deliver them from the hand of the wicked.

5 “The ‘gods’ know nothing, they understand nothing. 
     They walk about in darkness; 
     all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

6 “I said, ‘You are “gods”; 
     you are all sons of the Most High.’

7 But you will die like mere mortals; 
     you will fall like every other ruler.”

8 Rise up, O God, judge the earth, 
     for all the nations are your inheritance.
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He continues in verses 5 and 6:

“All the foundations of the earth are shaken. I said, ‘You are “gods.’”

He is not saying that you are God but that you are a little god, written with a lowercase “g,” because: “you are 
all Sons of the Most High” (verse 6).

He is saying, you are children of the Almighty God, but you are walking around in darkness because you 
do not know this truth. Then the scripture says, “But you will die like mere mortals (flesh).” He is talking 
about the animal kingdom here. You think you came from the animal kingdom. Many believe that we came 
from slime, a monkey, or randomly from a big explosion. You are made in the God class, and they are trying 
to tell you that you are from the animal class, or even lower than that, the slime class. People are living like 
animals. Animals live off of instinct, led by their feelings and emotions. This is why we see so many people 
experiencing dire consequences in their lives. They are not living according to the knowledge of the truth, but 
by instincts, like animals. He continues, “…and you will fall like every other ruler.” He is referring here to 
when the devil fell. And, man has fallen in the same manner—below his original position. 

These are the three things that cause problems in life:

• They know nothing. There is a lack of knowledge. That is where the truth comes in.

• They understand nothing. That means there is a misunderstanding, or a misconception, in life and 
they are making decisions in life based on those misunderstandings, misconceptions, or lies. 

• They walk around in darkness or ignorance. Mankind is operating and making decisions out of 
ignorance. They are ignorant, like walking dead people.

That is how we see people living: haphazardly experimenting with life, not knowing where they are going or 
even where they came from, and ignorant of God’s principles in life. Principles are keys to living. They make 
success and fulfillment inevitable in life. God set it up so beautifully. He told Joshua, “Be careful to obey all 
the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful 
wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:7).

It’s very simple. Ignorance and lack of understanding are why societies are shaking, governments are 
collapsing, and people are rising up. We see terrorist movements expanding, dictators in power with one 
finger on the nuclear bomb button, and corruption in politicians. This is the reason the earth is shaken, as 
mankind does not know who he is, let alone know who God is. 

Laws and principles are the foundation of everything. We see laws operating in nature. Consider the law 
of gravity. There is nothing you can do to change that law, and if you violate that law, it will kill you, or at 
least injure you. God set laws up in that way to work for mankind. Therefore, when people lack knowledge 
and understanding of the fundamental laws of God, their life goes off track and ends in failure. You may be 
familiar with God’s laws found in the Ten Commandments: do not steal, do not lie, honor your parents, do 
not commit adultery, etc. In summary, do unto others as you would have done unto you.

Jesus said, “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law 
and the Prophets” (Matthew 7:12). That sums up everything right there. All of life goes off track and ends in 
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failure if you don’t understand God’s principles. Mankind’s dilemma is not so much a religious problem as it 
is a thought problem. Man’s ignorance of his true identity, his self-worth, his ability, and his purpose is the 
dilemma. Ignorance of self causes society to be shaken and malfunction. 

The Leadership Spirit
The spirit of man was created to lead and to dominate, but when the Holy Spirit left, he lost the spirit of 
leadership in the garden. He lost the ability to lead when the Holy Spirit left. The Spirit of God could walk with 
man no more. It is like the little lion who was amongst the sheep, and began to speak and think like the sheep 
because He did not know who he was. He was built to be king of the jungle, but he was living like a little sheep. 
Sheep need a shepherd to herd them or they will wander off, walk off a cliff and die.

You were not created to live like sheep, wandering through life, not knowing who you are or what you are 
doing here. You must have the mentality of a lion. The Spirit of God is in you now. You received the Holy 
Spirit back.

Let’s look at another example: Imagine you are a Rolls Royce or a Bentley, but you are sitting in the garage 
with no gas in the tank, going nowhere. You were built to be the finest car on the road, but you are sitting in 
a garage doing nothing because you have no gasoline. In the same manner, your tank is empty if you do not 
have an understanding of who you are, why you are here, and what you are built for.

The goal is to get you to understand who you are and why you are here, because then you can get on with the 
life you were intended to have and produce what you were born to produce. If you do not, one day you will 
give an account for it. 

Self-esteem derived from self-discovery—discovering who you are—sets you free from the assessments of 
others. Instead of being driven by a search for approval, you know your standards and make decisions based 
on them, regardless of the opinions of others. Life is full of questions, and there is value in drawing from the 
wisdom of wise people, but when you know who you are, you can be free from the pressure of trying to please 
people. 

One of the biggest regrets many have on their deathbed is not living a life true to themselves, but rather living 
for other people, being who other people thought they should be. Do not let that be one of your regrets in 
life. Living to please others and not truly being the lion that God created you to be, is a wasted life.

“Lasting change can occur only when it takes 
place in the spirit of the mind.”

--Dr. Myles Munroe
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Identity
Now, let’s look at how important identity is and where your identity comes from. Your identity comes from 
your father, not your mother. What does the word father mean? It means Source and Sustainer. You come 
from your Heavenly Father and He sustains you. This is why it is key for you to be connected back to your 
Source. The Holy Spirit’s job is to get you to call him God, “Daddy” or “Father.” Once you are connected 
back to your source, you will know your identity. It is like the little lion cub: once he was connected back to 
his father, he became himself. “I am the next king of the jungle, just like my father.”

The only way to know yourself is to know where you originated. You are just like the Source you came from. 
This is an important principle to remember. Every human being has a biological father, but there are many 
people on the earth who do not have a “papa.” Life is very difficult when you do not have a papa, and we see a 
lot of society’s problems stem from this one issue.

We are living in a time where there are many “fatherless nations.” This is a worldwide issue now. Many people 
were not raised with a father, or do not know their father. He was absent from their lives. But the good news 
is, you have your eternal, Heavenly Father, who wants to connect with you and show you who you are. When 
you are connected with your Heavenly Father, you know who you are, you know where you came from, and 
you have your identity. This is huge, and it is God’s ultimate goal for you—to know Him and to be connected 
to Him.

Addressing ignorance is a very important first step in the path towards attaining knowledge and becoming 
the true leader you were created to be. To face the truth is to take the more difficult path. Now that we have 
a foundation for moving forward, you can start to work on changing your mentality from follower to true 
leader.

Knowing your Source and your true identity 
is the foundation of life and the starting 

point for discovering your true potential and 
ultimate destiny.
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Unit 1 Review Questions
1. What is ignorance? What is the opposite of ignorance?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the greatest enemy of man?

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the root of all humanity’s problems?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. What is the key to personal freedom? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. What are people who join gangs or terrorist groups looking for?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

6. What is Satan’s most effective tool for mankind?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

7. There are many people that proclaim they know the truth, but where is original TRUTH found?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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8. Why do you think discovering the TRUTH is our most important pursuit in life? Why is this 
important to you personally?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

9. What are three things you learned in this unit that cause problems in life?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Group Discussion Questions
Now that you’ve read this unit, discuss the following questions in a small group or with a partner:

1. How would you describe your identity?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. Discuss what the following questions mean to you: “Who are you?” and “Where are you from?”

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Homework Questions
1. In what areas of your life can you identify with the Lion who thought he was just a sheep?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. In what areas do you need to break out of the pack to become who you were created to be? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the benefit of obeying God’s Divine Laws? What are the consequences of rebelling against 
these laws? Give a few examples.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. What does the following statement mean to you: “Self-esteem derived from self-discovery of who you 
are, sets you free from the opinions of others.”

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Unit 1 Principles
• The greatest enemy of man is his misunderstanding 

of his true identity.

• When you discover the truth about yourself is when 
you are truly set free.

• Self-deception is the root of all of humanity’s 
problems.

• Self-esteem derived from self-discovery sets you free 
from the assessments and opinions of others.

• Your identity comes from your Eternal Father (your 
source).

• Discovering the truth is the most important pursuit 
in life.
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Unit 2
Father To All
What is the source of identity? In this unit, we will learn the truth about where we come from and who we 
are. We will pinpoint many false identities that we have connected with throughout our lifetime, and discover 
the true source of our identity. This truth is one of the most important things you will ever learn, so let’s not 
waste any time and jump right in!

Learning Objectives
• Students will be able to learn the truth about the source of their life.

• Students will be able to independently discover who they are.

• Students will be able to search within themselves to determine who is their Father.

Recommended Reading
 The Spirit of Leadership by Dr. Myles Munroe
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Before We Begin. . . 
Take a few moments to read and answer the following questions. Take time to reflect on your answers to these 
questions. When you are ready, continue reading.

1. Do you believe in God? Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. Do you know in whose image you are created? If you do know, what qualities does He have?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. Do you think of God as a father figure? How?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4. Can you identify times when you were disconnected from God? Elaborate on when.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5. What was the cause of the disconnection from God?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Remember to take your time answering these questions before reading the text for this unit.
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Identity Epidemic
The greatest challenge for mankind today is that we are suffering from an identity crisis. We see it all around 
us. It is not only the youth, but all generations are suffering from an identity crisis. Referenced briefly in the 
previous unit, we will now expound on the identity epidemic because it is important for you to understand in 
order for you to live an effective and fulfilled life. You must know who you are and understand your identity. 

Your identity does not come from a job, a gang, your nationality, the clothes or shoes you wear, your name, 
or social media (i.e., how many friends you have and likes you get). It doesn’t come from video games or the 
video game community. It doesn’t come from your friends or your spouse.

Your true nature, character and identity come directly from your Eternal Father. When you understand this, 
you will have an understanding of your true identity. As you connect with Him you will find who you are in 
Him.

We tend to look everywhere EXCEPT to our Father to determine who we are and where we came from. We 
look for a community, individuals, or possessions to give us our identity. We see this with some women. They 
have the misconception that possessions like name brand shoes or purses give them a certain social status, but 
that is a false identity based in material items.

Some people get their identity from the car they drive or the neighborhood they live in. They might say, “the 
car I drive makes me look like this,” or “I can’t wait until I can live in that neighborhood.” It’s a false search for 
belonging. It is very subtle, but this has become an epidemic in societies today. 

We all get our identity from someplace. Many people become deeply depressed when they lose their job 
because their identity was in their job. They think, “this job is who I am.” Your job is not your identity and 
your job does not give you value. When you know who you really are, it doesn’t matter what your job is. You 
bring value to the job. Unfortunately, we have an epidemic of fatherlessness around the world, and this is why 
it is imperative that we reconnect to our Eternal Father. 

The Source Connection
Let’s take a closer look at the word, source.

A ‘thing’ consists of the same materials from which it came, and must remain attached to its source in order 
to effectively live and maximize its potential. Everybody and everything came from something, and there are 
repercussions if you disconnect from your original source.

Your true nature, character, and identity come 
directly from your Father.
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When God created the earth, He used a very simple one-step process: He simply spoke things into existence. 
We can find this in Genesis 1:

• When God wanted vegetation to appear, He said to the ground, “Plants, appear,” and the plants 
appeared.

• When God wanted stars to appear, He spoke to the firmament and the stars and other gas bodies 
formed.

• When He wanted animals to appear, He said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their 
kinds” (Genesis 1:24). He spoke to the ground, and the animals came forth.

• When He wanted fish and all the creatures in the sea, He spoke to the water, and out of the water all 
the living sea creatures were formed.

Therefore, a product must remain attached to the source from which it came or it dies. For instance, if a fish 
jumps out of the water and lies on the seashore, you don’t have to kill it; it dies naturally because it is removed 
from its source.

In the same way, when a fish dies, it disintegrates back into the source material it comes from, water. The same 
is true with animals: when an animal dies it disintegrates and returns to the ground it came from. When a 
star burns out in the firmament, the gases remain in the sky. This is a fundamental principle to understand: a 
product needs to be attached to its source in order to maintain life. This is the fundamental key to life.

Now let’s move on to you.

Who Are You?
When God created mankind, He used a two-step process, instead of the one-step process He used for the rest of 
creation. First, He created mankind, and out of mankind He created male and female. In the Bible, God doesn’t 
refer to humans as “male” and “female”, but as man. He is speaking to the spirit of mankind—the “spirit man.” 
The original source of the spirit man is the Spirit of God. 

The word He used in Genesis 1:27 is “created,” which means that He “caused to come into being.”1 He 
breathed life and created the man’s spirit out of nothing. On the other hand, the word He used in Genesis 2:7 
to describe how he made the man’s body was the word “formed.” He formed man and female, which means 
“to give a particular shape to; mold.”2 He actually took the earth—the dirt—and formed Adam.

God used a two-part process: we are created and made. Our spirit is created from nothing by God, and then 
our flesh is made from the ground. This is why when you die, you turn into dust, dirt, or clay. That is the 
source of your flesh body. But, the source of your spirit man—the real you—is Almighty God Himself.

1 created. (n.d.) American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition. (2011). Retrieved July 13 2017 from 
https://www.thefreedictionary.com/created

2 Form. (n.d.). Retrieved February 14, 2018, from https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/form
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You came from Him, but there comes a point in life where you are disconnected from Him. You must be 
reconnected to your source or you will surely die. He doesn’t kill you; you die from being disconnected from 
your source.

When God wanted stars, He spoke to the firmament. When He wanted fish, He spoke to the waters. But, 
when He created you, what (or whom) did he speak to?

In Genesis 1:26 it states, “Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they 
may rule. . . .’” When He created you, He had to go to the source, which is Him. He said, “Let them rule, let 
them have dominion.” He had to make you out of dominion material, and the only dominion material He 
could find was Himself. 

Let’s use this photo of different types of glassware to help explain what God did.

In this photo, we have several different shapes and sizes of glasses—each glass serves a different purpose. These 
will represent mankind. We all look a little different, with different heights, shapes, and colors, and we each 
have different purposes and functions. We are each built according to our unique purposes and functions.

Think about a juice glass. It was designed to hold juice. It has a very distinct shape to serve its designated 
purpose. You could drink wine out of this glass, but it would be awkward because that is not the intended use for 
it. Now, look at the tall flower vase. You wouldn’t use this for drinking orange juice in the morning. On the 
other hand, you would easily drink juice from the juice glass on the right side of the picture. Each one has its 
own unique shape to serve its specific function, but they are all made out of glass. In the same way, we are all 
made from the same image and likeness of God, but we all have different shapes and functions.
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In the next photo we have a pitcher full of water, which we will use to represent the Spirit of God. 

When God created your spirit—who you are—He poured a little bit of Himself into you. Just like the pitcher 
pours the water into the glasses, God poured a little bit of Himself into each and every one of us. Everybody 
gets a portion of God. Remember, He is the Source, so He is very important. Unless you remain connected to 
your source, as He told Adam, “you will certainly die” (Genesis 2:17). He did not say, “I will have to kill you.” 
He said, “you will die.” 

According to God, death is not a physical thing; it is a disconnection from Him. This is why it is imperative 
that we remain connected to our Source. How beautiful is this? You have a juice glass, a water glass, a cocktail 
glass, a champagne glass, and a wine glass. Not one is better, or more important, than the other one. When you 
understand who you are, you don’t have to compete or be jealous.

What if the juice glass were jealous of the flower vase, wanted to be one, and tried to compete with it? It 
would no longer be unique and the world would be denied the juice glass it needs. If you are trying to become 
something that you are not, you will not be who you were created to be. You will not be your authentic self.

You never see a cow trying to be a bird—that is not natural—but we often see people trying to be something 
they were not intended to be. We call them “inauthentic.” There is nothing more beautiful than meeting an 
authentic person—a person who is down to earth, real, and humble. They know who they are, and they are 
not trying to prove anything to anyone. They are just themselves. 

Many people believe that to be humble is to be quiet, mild, and submissive. Humble comes from the word 
humus, which means “earthy” and down to earth.3 When you know who you are, you don’t have to try to 
prove yourself to anyone or anything. You are just you. 

The flower vase can be content thinking, “I was built to be a flower vase. I know who my Source is. It is God, 
and I’m just going to be me.” This eliminates gossip, tension, malice, jealousy, envy, competition, etc. This is 
why this self-discovery process is so important. The goal is to get you to understand who you really are.

3 Earthy. (n.d.). Retrieved February 14, 2018, from https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/earthy
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If you are a wine glass, then just be a wine glass. You are no better than the little juice glass because we are all 
made in the likeness and image of God. We all come from the same Source. 

Where Do You Come From?
When God said in Genesis 1:26, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness,” He was speaking 
the original truth. He is the source of all truth. It is very important that you know where you came from, 
because if you know where you came from, it is much easier to see where you are going and there will be less 
experimenting in life. 

Many people were adopted or abandoned, and never knew their birth family. You may not have a family, or 
you may not know who your biological mother and father are, but you do know who your heavenly Father is. 
All you have to do is talk to Him. He is waiting for you. He is everywhere, but He will only reveal Himself to 
those who are looking for Him. 

When God created man, He had to find dominion material, which was Himself. Therefore, you are made in the 
God class. You are not God. You are a little less quantity, but the same quality. This makes all mankind equal. 
That is why you should not be jealous of the status or position others have achieved, because each person has 
a specific position they were born to occupy. You will learn to discern the role you are supposed to play on the 
earth. God knew what material He needed to dominate the earth, so He had to go to Himself to get the right 
material. He is the Source you came from. 

Below is a list of things that your Father—your Source—gives you:

1. Your identity.
2. Your purpose.
3. A concept of who you are.
4. Your worth.
5. Your value.
6. Protection.
7. Maintenance (the sustaining part).
8. Guidance.
9. Preservation.
10. Productivity.
11. The meaning of life. 

If you don’t know who your Heavenly Father is, you are probably struggling with most, if not all of these. 
That is why people live life with an identity crisis and mental problems: they are confused and as the Bible 
states, “all the foundations of the earth are shaken . . . . . you will die like mere mortals” (Psalms 82:5, 7).
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Many people don’t know who they are or where they came from. They are separated from God and death is 
the result of that separation. God did not say, “I have to kill you.” He said, “You will die.” Again, it is just like 
the fish out of water: you don’t have to kill it; it just dies because it is separated from its source. The result of 
the great separation is we do not know who we are because we do not know where we came from, or more 
accurately, from whom.

We do not know the meaning of life because we are cut off from our original Creator. Purpose is found in the 
mind of the Creator—your Manufacturer. He designed you according to what He intended for you to do.

For instance, a manufacturer did not create a wine glass just for the sake of the wine. He said, “I need a 
container to put wine in, so I am going to design it according to its function.” You are created specifically 
for a function only you can perform. No one else can fulfill the need you were designed to fulfill. There is a 
problem that only you were created to solve. This is why it is so important that everyone finds the specific 
problem that they were created to solve. The world is full of problems and you were designed to solve at least 
one of them.

You might think, “I was an accident. There is really no reason for my existence. God did not really want me. 
My parents did not really want me.” Even if you think you are illegitimate, you do not know who your father 
is, or you are a result of rape or incest, there is a specific, God-ordained purpose for your life. God still knew 
you and formed you when you were in your mother’s womb, and He designed you and created you for a 
specific purpose. Those situations do not cancel your purpose.

 Ignorance Leads To Disconnection
We lack knowledge and wisdom for making the right decisions because we have believed whatever seems right 
according to our limited perspective. When you do not understand the big picture—the fundamental reason 
of creation, why you are here, that you were created for a reason, and that you come from God Himself—you 
accept the substitutes. Everyone is looking for significance in life and at one point or another, they say to 
themselves, “There has to be more than this.”

When you don’t get the right information, you develop a false identity. People are looking for it in possessions 
like designer clothes or cars, but when you know who you are, it does not matter what shoes you wear, what 
clothes you wear, or what car you drive. The purpose of a car is to get you from point A to point B, not to give 
you a certain social status. By seeking identity in material possessions, you are demonstrating that you do not 
really know who you are.

Who are you? How do you define yourself? 
There are many questions, but only one answer.
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We see so many people trying to be like someone else, and we call them hypocrites. The word hypocrite 
comes from the Greek word that means “two-faced.”4 They are trying to appease everyone. It is impossible to 
appease everyone, so don’t even try. Just be you. Be who God created you to be. He created you for a specific 
purpose and function. Don’t try to be someone one day, and then another day, around certain people, try to 
be someone else.

When someone is inauthentic, you do not know if they are telling you the truth or if they are lying to you. It 
is difficult to work with inauthentic people because they have ulterior motives. When Jesus saw Nathan, He 
said, “Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile [no ulterior motives]” (John 1:47 KJV emphasis added). 
God is looking for people who know who they are, have confidence in their identity, and know why they are 
here. When you know who you are, you are not moved by all the foolishness going on around you because 
you have a purpose and you know where you are going. 

When you try to create your own inauthentic identity or look for it in places other than God, your Source, 
you become responsible for your own destiny. When you are not connected to your Source, you do not know 
your true identity and you are left to fend for yourself. Who wants to live like that? 

“Who’s your daddy?” is a common question in today’s culture. You may not know your earthly father, but 
you can find your true identity in your Heavenly Father. All of us need to be connected back to our Heavenly 
Father. He is our Source and Sustainer. It is the Holy Spirit’s ultimate goal to connect you back to Him and to 
get you to call Him, “Papa.”

The Bible states in Romans 8:15, “The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear 
again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, 
Father.’” The spirit we received, which is the Holy Spirit, brought your adoption to sonship. He says, “You are no 
longer servants. You do not have a slave mentality and you should no longer say, ‘I am not worthy.’” He calls us 
His sons and daughters. You are made in your Father’s image, and therefore, in the God class. 

John 1:12-13 states, “Yet to all who did receive him, to those that believed in his name, he gave them the right 
to become the children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s 
will, but born of God.” In this passage He is showing you where your Source is. Our culture, our friends, or 
even our parents may have told us that we were an accident or illegitimate. Those words hurt; however, we 
cannot believe them. The original truth of who you are is: You were born of Father God Himself. 

4 (n.d.). Retrieved February 13, 2018, from http://biblehub.com/greek/5273.htm

When you search to define yourself, you have 
only to look to the Source, the Father.
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Signs of Reconnection
One sign that you have reconnected back to your Source is that you are comfortable in the Creator’s 
company, and comfortable listening to Him. God is not judgmental. There are many religions that have 
rituals based on fear because they think God is judgmental. But we know Him as our Daddy. He wants you 
to come to Him and be able to tell Him everything because He is your loving Papa. Talk to Him just like you 
talk to a friend. He cares about everything that you care about. 

Another sign of reconnection is you have other-worldly confidence. People may be gossiping about you or 
backstabbing you, but you continue to think, “It is alright. I will get through this. I know who I am. I know 
who I am created from, and that I have a function and a purpose. They just do not know.” Most people do 
not know why they are here, and they have no idea of where they are going in life. So why would you listen 
to them about your life? Your job is to listen to God, obey what He says to do, and then just do it. You have 
confidence when you know:

• This is why I was built.

• This is the work that I was born to do.

• This is my life assignment that I am supposed to accomplish on the earth.

• It does not matter what the others have to say. 

Obtaining true Godly advice is imperative. Godly advice will always confirm what your spirit already knows. 
Do not search for or follow after prophecies, because a prophecy should only confirm what you already know. 

Another sign of reconnection is internal soundness and security. Sometimes you have to remind yourself 
that everything will be alright. That is called self-counseling. We see King David doing this throughout the 
Psalms. Counsel yourself and remind yourself, “This is what God said. I know who I am. I know my purpose 
here.” People will try to keep you from doing what you are born to do. There are naysayers everywhere. Tune 
them out by reminding yourself of what the Father says about you. 

Another sign of reconnection is a natural love for human beings. In 1 John 4:20 it says, “Whoever claims to 
love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they 
have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen.”  Your brother is just as much an image of Him as you 
are. As with the glass and water demonstration, there is God in each of us. In other words, you are a liar if you 
say you hate your brother but you love me. When you are reconnected to your Source, you naturally have a 
love for all human beings. You may not agree with them or tolerate their behavior, but you love them. 

The best way to discover yourself is to reconnect to God, your Heavenly Father. When a person gets to know his 
Creator, his Source, his Sustainer, and finally comes to know himself, then a leader is born.
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Unit 2 Review Questions
1. What is the greatest challenge for mankind today?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. What are some things people use to identify themselves?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. Where does your real identity come from?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. What is required for a person to understand his or her identity?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. What happens when you are disconnected from your Source? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

6. By what method did God create?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

7. What is the fundamental principle of Source?

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Group Discussion Questions
Now that you’ve read this unit, discuss the following questions in a small group or with a partner:

1. Describe how this unit challenged your thinking. What portion of the unit resonates deeply with 
you?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. Now that you know that there is an identity epidemic, how would you describe your identity? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. When you hear the word “Source” what comes to mind?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. If you understood God to be the Source of your life, how does that change the way you view 
resources and your personal abilities?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Homework Questions
1. What areas of your life have you used as a substitute source of your identity?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. What attributes of God should you draw your identity from? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. In what ways can you be more connected to God than you are now?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. What lies have you grown up believing about yourself? Perhaps others said this about you and you 
believed them.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. Identify the truths that you need in order to begin to believe what your true identity is.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

6. Can you elaborate in your own words one statement about your understanding of source?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

7. What or who is your source?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Unit 2 Principles
• Identity comes from your Heavenly Father. 

• If something is disconnected from its source, you 
don’t have to kill it; it just dies. 

• A product needs to be connected to its source in order 
to produce life and maximize its potential. 

• The Source of your spirit is God Himself.

• Death is not a physical thing; it is a disconnection from 
God (your Source).

• You are made in the God class. You are not God. You are 
made with a little less quantity but the same quality. 

• Your true nature, character, and identity come 
directly from your Heavenly Father.

• A leader is born when the person knows their 
Creator—Source and Sustainer—and comes to know 
their true self.  

• God is everywhere, but will only reveal Himself to 
those that are looking for Him.

• Whoever is your Source is required to sustain you.  
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Unit 3
Dominion Mandate
Why does it matter who we are and where we came from? It matters because of what we were created to do. 
Knowing that God created us according to our purpose, we should probably have a good grasp on what that 
is, but first, let’s see how in tune we are to our original mandate from God.

Learning Objectives
• Students will rediscover the original mandate that was given to them by God.

• Students will be able to understand who they are and why they are here.

Recommended Reading
 The Spirit of Leadership by Dr. Myles Munroe
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Before We Begin. . . 
Take a few moments to read and answer the following questions. Take time to reflect on your answers to these 
questions. When you are ready, let’s keep moving forward, and we’ll discover the purpose God has in mind for 
all mankind.

1. Have you ever contemplated why you were put on the earth?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. Do you feel like you are trapped in the monotony or survival of life?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. Do you feel you have control of your life? Is your life heading in the direction you desire?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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What Is The Dominion Mandate? 
In this unit we will touch on some of life’s fundamental questions1:

• “Who am I?”

• “Where am I from?”

• “Why am I here?”

• “What can I do?”

• “Where am I going?”

These are the most important questions in life, and everyone will wrestle with them in one way or another. We 
all will have to answer them at some point in life. If you do not know the answer to these questions, you will 
struggle through life. It will seem like you are on a wheel that is constantly moving but never going anywhere. 
You will become frustrated, life will seem monotonous, and you will begin to question if there is a point to 
life.  

Let’s go back to the beginning and take a look at what the Creator says about mankind. Genesis 1:26 (KJV) 
says, “And, God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion…” This 
verse is the first statement that God made about mankind and why He created us. Many of us were taught 
in church that we were created to worship God, so we worship God all of the time. We worship Him in the 
car, walking down the street, at the church, in the bathroom, and at work. But if we really look at the Word, 
we find that God made us in His image and likeness and gave us dominion. While it is true that we worship 
God, and only Him, that is not the primary reason we were created. 

In order to have a better understanding of why we are here on earth, we need to take a close look at the word 
dominion. Dr. Myles Munroe defines dominion as “to rule, govern, master, manage, and steward.” In other 
words, God was saying that he was going to make man and let them manage the resources of the earth, govern 
the earth, and rule over creation.

Your reason for living is simple: you were created to rule, to govern, to control, to master, and to be a manager 
over the resources of the earth and your circumstances. This includes your health, the environment, plants, 
and animals. Jesus demonstrated this when He calmed the storm, cursed the fig tree, and helped the disciples 
catch nets full of fish.2  

However, it is important to state that this mandate does not give us authority to exercise dominion over 
people. It is not in your DNA to be dominated, nor are you permitted to dominate others. When someone 
tries to dominate you, your physical body cannot handle it. We see this throughout history, where people have 
attempted to dominate other people through slavery or domestic abuse. These actions come from a lack of 
identity. People who don’t know who they are will often try to fill that void by exercising dominion over other 
people, which is direct disobedience to God.

1 Munroe, M. (17257). Unleash Your Purpose. Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image Inc
2 Storm - Matthew 8:23-27, Fig Tree - Matthew 21:18-22, Fish - John 21:1-14 
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Another aspect of dominion is stewardship. In a Kingdom, the King owns everything. We are therefore stewards 
or managers of the earth, not owners. God is the owner, and in the end, He will ask you to give an account of 
your stewardship over the resources He entrusted to you. These resources include your talents, your finances, 
your house, your family, your marriage, the time that you have on the earth, and your life assignment.

To have a better understanding of the word, dominion, let’s take a look at the Greek and Hebrew words for 
dominion.

The Hebrew word for dominion is Radah, which means “kingdom, sovereignty, to rule and to reign, and it 
denotes a king and his territory.”3 The King rules from the Kingdom of Heaven, but His territory is over the 
earth. He created His children—including you—in His image, to rule and reign on the earth here and now. You 
do not have dominion in Heaven. That is where the King is. However, in Genesis 1:26 (KJV) He says, “. . . and 
let them have dominion on the earth.” 

The Greek word for dominion here is Basileia. It means “kingdom, sovereignty, and royal power.”4 We are 
royalty. We are kings because we are created in the image of God, the King. Unfortunately, there are many who 
are living off their instincts, like animals, not knowing who they really are. This is how our society has been 
functioning, and it is why we are in the mess that we are in.

In saying, “Let them have dominion,” God was saying, “Let them govern, rule, control, manage, keep in order, 
and administrate the earth as stewards of the King.” God created the earth and then He created mankind to have 
dominion—govern, rule, manage, and steward—over it. Therefore, we are to manage the resources on the earth. 
We are to rule over the resources on the earth. Many people allow the resources to rule, or have dominion, over 
them. For example, drugs come from plants. If you are abusing drugs, you are allowing the plants to rule over 
you. Alcohol comes from plants. If you are an alcoholic, you are allowing the plants to rule over you. Money 
comes from plants or metals. If you are chasing after money, you are allowing plants and metals to rule over you. 
We were not created to be dominated by the earth, but to dominate, govern, rule, manage and steward it.

God gave Adam a garden; He didn’t give him a jungle. A jungle is a garden with no order—there are things 
growing everywhere—but in a garden there is order. God said, “Adam, here is the garden. Manage it, work it, 
and keep it orderly” (Genesis 1:28 paraphrased).

Like Adam, we are given resources and a set of abilities. Our job is to manage every resource He entrusts to us 
and maximize the unique set of abilities He created us with. We are each responsible for the mandate He gave us 
and someday, we will give an account for what we produced with them, and how we managed them. This will be 
addressed further later in the course.

3 Genesis 1:1 (KJV). (n.d.). Retrieved February 13, 2018, from https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?t=k-
jv&strongs=h7287

4 Genesis 1:1 (KJV). (n.d.). Retrieved February 13, 2018, from https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?t=k-
jv&strongs=g932
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What Is A Kingdom, Really?
We have discussed the word kingdom, but what exactly is a kingdom? The concept of a kingdom may be 
difficult to understand for people who live in a democracy. In a democracy, people have the privilege of voting 
for a president and having a voice in the process of writing laws. In a kingdom, the king is sovereign. He 
cannot be voted out or replaced by a new king. No one can remove him from his throne. The laws written 
by the king do not change. When he speaks forth something, it is a command and it becomes a law and a 
principle. In Psalm 138:2 (NKJV) David said “For You have magnified Your word above all Your name.” Once 
He says something it cannot be retracted. 

What is a kingdom? A kingdom is a territory governed by a king. A kingdom is a country, a nation, and 
people who identify with the king’s sovereign rulership.

When you read the Bible, and you see Jesus talking about the Kingdom, you have to understand that He is 
not referring to a religion. In this regard, He may be the most misunderstood man on the earth. We have 
made Him out to be a religious man, but He didn’t come to start a religion. He never talked about religion, 
but He did talk about the Kingdom. When you understand and read the Bible from a Kingdom paradigm, 
and not a democratic or religious mindset, it all comes together. You will understand that this is what He 
brought to us, and this is what Adam lost, dominion power on the earth.

Kingdom, defined in the dictionary is, a country, state or territory ruled by a king5. Dr. Myles Munroe 
defined it deeper—a kingdom is a sovereign rulership, and governing influence, of a king over his territory, his 
domain, impacting it with his will, his intent, and his purpose, producing a citizenry that reflects the culture 
and the nature of the king. It is a country. It is dominion power ruling over a territory that the King gave us 
rulership and stewardship over.

Why are so many trying to escape and go to Heaven? Why are we trying to leave earth? God created us to rule 
and reign on the earth. Where did we get the escapism mentality that is prevalent today? Any problem that 
the world is facing is our problem. We created the problems, and we have dominion power to solve them. This 
is why these courses are so important. You are a leader and it is important that you understand the mentality 
of a true leader—a leader who knows who they are, that they are a child of the King, that they have dominion 
and authority over the earth, but not over people. This was God’s goal; He was trying to return dominion 
power back to you.

What was the last thing Jesus promised us before He left? Power. He did not promise us a religion. He did 
not promise you Heaven. He promised us power. He told the disciples, “Go wait for it. Don’t leave Jerusalem 
until you get this power” (Luke 24:49 paraphrased). The cross was the means to the end, but the end was to 
get the Holy Spirit back and restore your dominion power. He said to the disciples, “I have to go because the 
Holy Spirit is coming. Wait for Him.”  

5 Kingdom | Definition of kingdom in English by Oxford Dictionaries. (n.d.). Retrieved July 1, 2017. https://en.oforddictionaries.
com/definition/kingdom.
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Here in the 21st century, the kingdoms and governments of this world are helpless. Many are bankrupt and 
are falling apart. For example, democracy was established by the Greeks. When you look at Greece today, the 
entire nation has gone bankrupt. Their entire government has shut down. Yet, many think democracy is the 
best solution.

Globalization has made us all interdependent, tying us firmly to helpless, failing governments all around the 
world, and the leaders do not have solutions. We hear about government agents lying and embezzling funds. 
People cannot trust their own governments. Economies are going through crisis and people do not know what 
to do. Educators are helpless. The media consistently reports about negative conditions. Our culture is being 
changed, and the fear of recession makes people victims.

So, the question is, who do we trust? We are all looking for answers. We all are seeking something. Some look 
to the government to solve their problems. However, there is one government that Jesus brought back to us—
the Kingdom—and this is God’s response to the human condition. 

Let’s take a look at Isaiah 9:6, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be 
on his shoulders.”  We all have read this in the church, and many of us did not fully understand what He 
was carrying on His shoulders. Isaiah is saying, “I see an answer that we have been waiting for and He is 
bringing something with him.” When you have something on your shoulders, you are carrying it to bring it 
to someone or somewhere. Isaiah is very clear as to what the Son was bringing: He brought The Government, 
not a religion or just any government system, like democracy. Isaiah continued in verse 7, “Of the greatness 
of his government and peace, there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.”

When Jesus came, He brought the Kingdom of God back, and then the Holy Spirit came to restore the power 
and the authority back on the earth. The solution shows us what the original problem was. It was never a 
religion that Adam lost or Heaven. It was dominion—delegated kingship, rulership, and authority here on the 
earth.

The ultimate goal of God and the Kingdom is influence. It is not imposing like we see from religious and 
terrorist groups who impose their beliefs on other people. This is not of God. The power of a Kingdom is 
in its influence over the territory and domain, which is where our culture comes from. The words glory and 
influence describe the ultimate goal of God. If the culture of Heaven is here on the earth, the glory of the 
Lord will cover the whole earth. We have been waiting on God to bring His culture to the earth, but He is 
waiting on us. He gave us everything that we need to accomplish our task here on earth, influencing it with 
the culture of the Kingdom of Heaven.

What are we waiting for? We have been busy looking for ways to get power. Some look for it with money, 
positions or fame. Jesus told them, “Go, and wait in Jerusalem for the power.” We are acting like we never got 
it. We run around, asking, “Where is the power? I need to feel the power.” In case you did not know, if you 
have the Holy Spirit, you have the power—you do not have to wait for it. You just have to desire it.  

If you have to go around town talking about how influential you are or how much integrity you have, then 
you are really not who you say. Your life will reflect it because it is evident in your lifestyle. People should be 
able to recognize when they meet you that you are confident, you know who you are, and you are different—a 



Unit 3 – Dominion Mandate Page 45

The School of Influence for Agents of Change™
Course 1: The Identity Issue

reflection of the Kingdom’s culture in the earth. They will see that you do not hate those that hate you, and 
you do not gossip and slander those that are gossiping and slandering against you. People should see the King 
and the Kingdom reflected in you here on the earth when they meet you as you walk in dominion power. 

Adam was given a Kingdom and not a religion; rulership and not rituals; stewardship and not ownership; and 
dominion over the earth but not over mankind. We all have a free will, and God Himself does not impose His 
will on us. Who are we to think we can dominate others’ free will? The Holy Spirit will never impose upon 
your free will, because your spirit is from God. 

As A Man Thinks
Let’s look at what happened in the garden. Adam lost dominion power when he disobeyed God.  The leader 
now became the follower, the ruler became oppressed, and the victor became the victim, because the Spirit 
of God left man’s spirit. God called this death. Note: Adam did not die physically, but spiritually and God 
considers this separation from Him death.

We need to make a clear distinction here: we cannot confuse salvation with conversion. Salvation means to 
salvage, and conversion means to turn and change your thinking. With salvation you get the Holy Spirit back 
in you. Now, the hard task falls on you, which is changing your thinking by changing your mentality. This 
is hard because we are used to thinking how our culture has trained us to think. The environment that you 
came from has trained and taught you a certain way to think. For example, some people think they are always 
the victim and some people are accustomed to having others to do for them, not knowing that they have the 
ability to do things for themselves.  

Jesus’ first statement of His ministry was “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven has come near [arrived]” 
(Matthew 4:17 emphasis added). What does that word repent mean? It does not mean feeling sorry for 
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doing what you did. When you read the definition of the word repent, it means “to change your thinking.”6 
Therefore, Jesus said, “Change your thinking because the Kingdom of God has arrived.”  You cannot bring 
your old thinking and your old way of doing things into the Kingdom. It will not work for you. Your ways of 
thinking and doing things have to change when you are in the Kingdom.

Some people bring their bad habits and their wrong thinking when they come into the Kingdom, and 
then they wonder why it does not work, why they often get frustrated, and why their prayers are not being 
answered. 

Are you still doing things the way you used to do them, or are you doing things the way our King says to do 
them? You have to change your way of thinking. If not, you will live defeated, frustrated, sick, stressed, always 
in survival mode and you will die prematurely. Stress will kill you. In the Kingdom you do not stress. Jesus said, 
“Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of 
its own” (Matthew 6:34).

In the world everybody is worried about tomorrow because they can hardly pay their bills. Jesus told us not to 
worry about tomorrow. That is a tough thing to do if you are your own source. When you are in the Kingdom, 
the King is your source, and He is obligated to take care of you. Do you think your president is up at night 
worried about you when you cannot pay your rent or mortgage? Again, we cannot bring our democratic thinking 
into the Kingdom. Jesus was very clear when He said, “Change your thinking, repent, for the Kingdom of God 
has arrived.” The only way to do that is to come like a child, with child-like faith, and start all over. That is the 
only way it will work.

The Bible says, “For as he thinks in his heart, so he is” (Proverbs 23:7 NKJV). When we discover truth, 
understand it, and apply it, our thinking will change. And, when we see circumstances come our way, we 
think, “I was built for this one. I can handle this because I have the capability.”  We are no longer like a 
cowardly little sheep or part of the “bless-me-club,” where they sang about being blessed, talked about 
being blessed, and are always praying. We thought that it was all about ourselves. However, when we begin 
to understand the Kingdom and learn more about it, we see that it is more about other people—teaching 
them, showing them that they must change their thinking, and helping them discover their true identity and 
purpose.

6 “Strong’s Concordance 3341. Metanoia.” Strong’s Greek: 3341. (Metanoia) -- Change of Mind, Repentance, 2011, biblehub.
com/greek/3341.htm

 “If you give a man money he will remain poor, 
but if you connect him to a culture it changes his 

life forever.”
--Dr. Myles Munroe
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What Did You Lose?
You did not lose a religion. You did not fall out of Heaven. If God is going to salvage you, He can only give you 
what you lost. You lost the Holy Spirit, who gave us dominion power to rule and reign on the earth. God sent Jesus 
to salvage The Kingdom for us, but you cannot confuse that with conversion—which is the process of changing 
your thinking. We do not have a religious problem—rather it is a mentality problem. If you can understand this, 
then you will accomplish much based on the life assignment that God created you for. When you walk in dominion 
and your life purpose, you will impact a lot of people.

When you have a clear understanding of who you are and your life assignment, God will give you the resources 
to accomplish it. If you do not have this understanding, what is the point of Him giving you resources? You will 
not know what to do with them or how to be a good manager or steward of them. 

The return of the Spirit of God to the spirit of man is the most important moment in history since the Creator 
first breathed life into Adam causing him to be a living being. Jesus came back and did the same thing with the 
disciples. He said, “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22), and then He breathed on them. This again was the 
most important moment in history. This is why Jesus never publicly talked about the cross. He talked privately 
to the disciples about it, but it was not a public message. The point of the cross was to restore what we lost—
dominion on the earth. It was a means to the end.

Look at the word ‘receive’ which Jesus used in John 20:22 above. Receive means to have once again or to take 
again. You have dominion back, but now you have to change your thinking. If you have religious thinking, or 
worldly thinking, it will not work in the Kingdom of God. You have to come with child-like faith. 

The last thing Jesus promised mankind was not Heaven, but dominion power. That is what every man is 
looking for, but they are looking for it in different forms. Some look for power in positions; others in money. 
They like the feeling that money gives them because they can buy whatever they want, eat wherever they want, 
travel wherever they want, and do whatever they want. Musicians sing about money and power. They wear it 
on their t-shirts and on their jewelry. 

Everybody is looking for power, and Jesus knew it. Both the homeless man sleeping under the bridge and the 
king in the palace are seeking the same thing. When you meet somebody, do not be surprised when they are 
only looking to make a quick buck or scheming to get a position. They are all looking for power because that 
is what we lost. There is only one legitimate way to get the power back, and that is the Holy Spirit.

The most difficult part of regaining our power is the mental transformation—renewing our thinking by 
changing our mentality. Once you do that, you can get down to the business of life. When you change your 
mentality, you are giving God something to work with. But, if you don’t change your thinking, bring Him 
your old mindset, and try to read the Bible through that, you will not understand what He says, nor what He 
is obligated to do for you. 

Did you know that a king is obligated to his citizens as long as they are in right standing? Jesus made it very 
simple. He said to seek only two things in this life: The Kingdom and Righteousness.
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Seeking The Kingdom

To seek the Kingdom means to understand how it operates, your benefits in it and your role in it. In Matthew 
6:31-33 Jesus told us not to pray for food, clothing, or shelter. He knows everything that we need; therefore, 
focus on seeking the Kingdom and His righteousness. Like a Father, God knows everything you need; 
therefore, when you seek the Kingdom, He will take care of you.

You are an ambassador of the King and the Kingdom, and an ambassador does not have his own opinion. You 
never hear an ambassador speak his own opinion. He only speaks the stance of his government, “The opinion 
of my King is this matter is . . . . . . . . .”

Many times we are too busy debating people with our own opinions, and that confuses people. Just say, “I do not 
have an opinion on the matter. This is what my King says. You will have to take it up with Him.”

Right Standing With The King

The second thing that Jesus said is necessary is to remain in right standing with the King. This is seeking 
righteousness. Righteousness is not a religious word. It simply means to be in right position or right standing.

For example, to stay in right standing with our King, you have to forgive people. You do not have a choice in 
the matter. Also, to maintain right standing, you cannot lie. A poll conducted by MSNBC found that 90-
97% of people lie. With 90% to 97% of the people in the world lying, how can we ever get anything done? 
We will waste time trying to ascertain the truth instead of accomplishing our goals, so, just stop lying. If you 
are doing something that you have to lie about, then do not do it. It is very simple.

Our assignment in life is to know our role in the Kingdom and then stay in right standing with our King. We 
do not want to shut the doors of Heaven; we want to always have access to our King and the Kingdom. He is 
looking for people who have no ulterior motives and are transparent: those are people He can use to get work 
done on the earth. It is difficult for Him to trust people who operate with their own agendas and lie.  

So, who does God have left to work with? Only three percent? Can it really be that low?  Maybe. Jesus did say, 
“only a few find it” (Matthew 7:14).

He created you to operate in dominion, as a King, fulfilling his purpose through you. But it is up to you if you 
are going to fulfill your role. The most difficult part we have to do is the mental transformation, which we will 
continue in the next unit.
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Unit 3 Review Questions
1. What does the Creator say about us, according to Genesis 1:26?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. Why do people struggle in life?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the last thing Jesus promised?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. How does the Kingdom get its power?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. What is the Greek definition for the word “dominion?” 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

6. What is the Hebrew word for “dominion?”

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

7. How would you describe the responsibility of a king?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

8. What is one thing we don’t have dominion over?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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9. How do we represent the King as an ambassador?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

10. How would you reflect the definition of the Kingdom in your life?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Group Discussion Questions
Now that you’ve read this unit, discuss the following questions in a small group or with a partner:

1. Why is it important to understand the responsibility of a king?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the influence of the Kingdom culture? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. Is it possible to reflect the lifestyle of the King?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Homework Questions
1. What is your dominion mandate?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. What areas of your life do you feel you are not dominating that you should be? Why? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. Why is it important to change our mindset in the Kingdom?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. According to God, why are we here on earth?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. What happens if we do not fulfill our purpose?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________



The School of Influence for Agents of Change™
Course 1: The Identity Issue

Page 52 Unit 3 – Dominion Mandate

Unit 3 Principles
• Your mandate, according to God, is to have dominion 

over the earth.

• You were not built to be dominated by anything or 
anyone.

• Dominion Power is in your DNA.

• The principle goal of a Kingdom is influence.

• The return of the Spirit of God to the spirit of man is 
the most important moment in history.

• The last promise of Christ was dominion power.
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Unit 4
What’s Your Excuse?
Now it is time to cancel all your excuses. Everyone can think of a reason for why they are not good enough, brave 
enough, smart enough, or connected enough. Excuses are easy to find, and they are completely detrimental to 
fulfilling your purpose as a Leader with the Dominion Mandate. In this unit we will reveal and demolish these 
excuses and explore the reality that everyone was born to be a Leader.

Learning Objectives
• Students will be able to identify the excuses that they have been using in their life. 

• Students will be able to demolish excuses and explore the reality that everyone, including them, was 
born to be a Leader.

Recommended Reading
 The Spirit of Leadership by Dr. Myles Munroe
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Before We Begin. . . 
Read and answer the following questions. Take time to reflect on your answers to these questions.  After you 
have spent some time reflecting on these questions, we can begin discovering the leader that is inside of YOU!

1. What attributes do you possess that you believe make you a leader?

_____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. Do these attributes line up with God’s idea of the qualifications of a leader?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Beyond Excuses
“Trapped in every follower is an untapped leader,” says Dr. Myles Munroe. The potential is within everyone, 
but most people have never maximized their potential or tapped into who they truly are. We were made to 
lead and designed to dominate, but most of us live below our God-given potential.

The original purpose of all mankind is leadership. We were born to dominate, control and manage the 
resources of the Earth, but we have lived subservient to the mandate and have become managed by 
the resources we were created to dominate. God’s redemptive program is not about Heaven; it is about 
Earth. Salvation is God salvaging something that went bad. Adam did not fall out of Heaven. He lost his 
dominion—the power to rule and reign—on the earth here and now, therefore, this is what mankind has lost.

We will cover leadership in this unit, because it is God’s ultimate role for you. Your assignment is to become 
the leader you were designed and created to be. The potential for leadership is inside of you, but you must 
develop it first. 

The world is looking for true leadership, people with character and values that operate with ethics. There is a 
void of this type of leadership in our world. Many think having a certain position or title makes them a leader. 
For example, our culture tends to ascribe leadership to famous athletes (in the form of role-modeling) without 
asking whether they have the ability to operate in a leadership position, or live a life of character worthy to be 
emulated by others.

Today we have many illegitimate leaders trying to lead. We must identify what qualifies or disqualifies a 
person as a true leader. The fact that an individual achieves a college degree, teaches seminars, or even writes 
a book on leadership, does not automatically make them a leader. There are specific disciplines to practice in 
order to realize the leadership potential that is already within you. 

First, leadership has more to do with “being” than “doing.” Too many people focus on “doing” what a leader 
would do without first “being” a leader. They do not know who they are, nor do they understand their 
purpose or gifting. You must have the right mentality.   

There are three paths to leadership:

• The first is through the process of self-discovery. When you discover your identity, your gifting, and 
your purpose, you naturally fit into your leadership role because you know who you are, why you are 
here, and what you are going to do. 

• The second is through crisis or circumstances. Nelson Mandela did not seek to be called a leader. 
He took a stand for something he believed in—equality in his nation—and people followed him. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. never sought to become the leader of the civil rights movement, but he saw a 
problem and he demanded equality. 

• The third is intentional leadership training. This is the purpose of this course, and it starts with the 
process of self-discovery. 
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Excuses Don’t Count
Let’s look at a few leaders from the Bible. They are simple people from defective homes, unfavorable 
circumstances and environments, and oppressive conditions. 

We are going to destroy the belief that only a few people are qualified to lead. The philosophy that says that 
leaders are born from a certain class, that they have a specific skin color, or that they have to come from a certain 
family is based on Greek philosophy. The foundations of most cultures are built on this philosophy. However, 
Jesus had a completely different philosophy of leadership. Therefore, we are going to take this time to eliminate 
your excuses in order for you to become who you were born to be and help you to become the leader that you 
were designed to be. Let’s take a close look at some of the leaders we find in Scripture.

Moses
Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, and out of slavery, bringing them to the Promised Land. That was his 
goal. When God came to show Moses his life assignment, he had some excuses. He had a low self-esteem 
problem. He said, “I am nobody. I stutter and I don’t even know how to speak right. I am not that confident 
in myself ” (Exodus 4:10 paraphrased).

The first thing God gave Man was His nature—His character, His image, and His likeness. He gave you the 
ability to be who He designed you to be in order to fulfill your assignment. Low self-esteem, according to God, 
is not an excuse to not do what you were born to do. Our self-concept is the first reality we must establish in our 
mind before we can effectively fulfill our purpose and become the leaders we were created to be.

Unfortunately, people with a poor self-image will often have a low valuation of humanity, resulting in abuse, 
corruption, oppression, and the need to dominate, manipulate, and control others. Now that you know who you 
are and who’s image you are made in, this cannot be an excuse for not accomplishing your purpose in life. 

Gideon
Judges 6:15 describes Gideon as a coward, the most renowned in his clan. When an angel came to him and told 
him what he was supposed to do, he said “But, I’m the least in my clan. I’m nobody” (Judges 6:15 paraphrased). 
Picture in your mind the runt of the litter saying, “I’m the weakest. I’m the littlest. I’m nobody. I’m the youngest. 
My family is the least of our society.” All of these were excuses. But God said to him through the angel, “thou 
mighty man of valor” (Judges 6:12 KJV). He spoke opposite of what Gideon thought.

Gideon was conditioned to believe what his family said about themselves, and it hindered him. In the same way, 
it can hinder our thinking, “I can’t become anybody. I do not have a degree. I did not get an education. I did not 
graduate high school.” Excuses like those do not cancel your assignment, they just falsely hinder and frustrate you. 
It is critical to eliminate your excuses so you can fulfill your assignment.

Just looking at the first two leaders, many of us probably could think of a few excuses that we have used. For 
example, you may have been raised by a single parent, or told that you are not smart, or your family was poor 
and lived in a bad town. In the Bible we read that people commented about where Jesus came from, “Nazareth! 
Can anything good come from there?” (John 1:46).



Unit 4 – What’s Your Excuse? Page 57

The School of Influence for Agents of Change™
Course 1: The Identity Issue

It is easy to believe what people say about us rather than what God says about us, so it is important to choose 
carefully whose voice we will listen to. What God says about you is truth; your excuses are lies that stand against 
what God has said, so it is important to discern between them and cast out the excuses. 

Elijah

Elijah had some problems: he was moody; he would get depressed and feel sorry for himself. I bet you can 
think of people that sit around feeling sorry for themselves saying, “Oh, but my life is like this. If only this 
didn’t happen.” There are people who love to sit around wallowing in their own self-pity. They justify their 
condition, saying, “I deserve nothing. I am nobody.” 

Elijah became so bad that he had a suicidal spirit, saying, “God just kill me now” (1Kings 19:4, paraphrased). 
You may know people who have that same suicidal spirit: they have no hope and do not believe in themselves. 
This is why it is so important that we believe what God says about us. 

Depression does not cancel your leadership capacity; you must cancel your depression. Elijah’s depression 
did not cancel God’s plan for his life. God’s plan remained; it was Elijah who had to change his mentality. 
You have to remind yourself of what God says about you. You will also have to change your associations. 
Surround yourself with individuals who believe in you and see your potential. It might be a coach or a teacher 
who believes in your ability, sees your potential, and treats you like you are somebody. It is very important to 
have people like that in your life. If you do not know someone like that, search for them; they are out there 
somewhere. This eliminates your excuses that may be rooted in depression. 

Joseph

Like many people in our society, Joseph lived in an oppressive state and came from an oppressive family and 
culture. This is very common around the globe. We use this excuse to justify our laziness, saying, “My people 
have been through so much. You don’t know how they treat us.” Joseph could have given into that excuse. 
Joseph’s own family sold him into slavery after they placed him in a pit in the desert. But Joseph had a dream 
about himself that kept him going.

What dream did you have when you were twelve years old? Hold on to that dream. Most people in their 
youth see what they want to be, but then they believe the wrong people and allow what those people say 
cancel their dreams. Sometimes parents cancel their children’s dream without even realizing what they are 
doing. Parents may say, “Oh, you will never be anybody.” Or, “You are too stupid.” That is why we need 
a revelation of our identity. An individual can have an education and a career, but if they do not have a 
revelation of their identity, they will be depressed.

We are called to live beyond excuses.
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Let’s say someone in your family suggested that you should become a dentist because of the prestige or income 
associated with dentistry, so you decided to pursue the dental field. We can use other occupations in this 
example too. It is very common in some cultures. Around the world, many parents ask for prayer for their 
children so they could pass their next test, because education is everything in their culture. Sadly, a person 
who has an education and no self-revelation will still be incomplete inside. This is why self-discovery is so 
important before you are educated. After you discover who you are, then you can refine yourself through 
your education. 

The greatest discovery in life is your identity! It is vital to discover who you are. Where you are in life right 
now does not matter. Joseph knew who he was as a young boy, so when he was sold into slavery and went 
to prison, it did not deter him. He knew who he was and that vision kept him going. You have to hold onto 
what you envision more than the reality you are currently living. The reason for dreams and vision is for self-
discovery. Joseph saw an image of his brothers bowing down to him. He did not understand it completely, but 
he knew this was of God and that dream kept him where he was.1

If you come from an oppressive state, your excuse has been canceled. If you think you are a nobody and God 
cannot use you—that is a lie! Leadership remains stable in the midst of pressure because it knows something 
about itself. Joseph was confident, maybe saying to himself, “Even though I’m in prison, this is not my 
destiny.” He knew he was innocent; he did nothing wrong. He did not let prison define him, he defined it. 
That is true leadership. It all has to do with your attitude and mentality. With the right attitude and a clear 
sense of identity, you can say to yourself, “I may be in the lowest place here in this culture, but I’m running 
the show!”

Self-discovery is the first ingredient to leadership. You cannot be a leader unless you know who you are. This 
is why we have so many illegitimate leaders in the world. You can always tell who is an illegitimate leader 
because they can be bought for a price. People can buy you if you do not know who you are. They can control 
you with their checkbook. We saw this recently in FIFA (Fédération Internationale de Football Association), 
which governs the sport of soccer, they took bribes for playing rights, and they are now under investigation. 
Every unethical thing done in the dark will be exposed in the light for the whole world to see. No one gets 
away with being shady.

Jeremiah
When we first meet Jeremiah in chapter 1 of Jeremiah, we read that God had to introduce Himself to 
Jeremiah as Lord. The next introduction was of Jeremiah to himself. God allows you to meet Him so you can 
meet yourself. When you discover who you are, that is when a leader is born. Jeremiah was intimidated and 
not secure in who he was. God equipped you with everything you need to fulfill your assignment on Earth, 
including the power and authority to rule and reign here and fulfill the assignment you were born to do. Yet, 
we look everywhere to find ourselves, except inside ourselves.

Jeremiah was built to prophesy, but He began saying things about himself inconsistent with who he was: “But 
God, I’m too young. I’m just a kid. I don’t have the right words to say” (Jeremiah 1:6 paraphrased).

It is important to watch what you say about yourself; you have to know who you are so you can tell yourself 
who you really are. God told Jeremiah, “Do not even say what you are not. For, that is not who you are. 

1 Genesis 37:1-11
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That is not consistent to what I designed you to be” (Jeremiah 1:7 paraphrased). The most powerful form of 
counseling is self-counseling or intra-personal counseling. Start anchoring your identity by reminding yourself 
who you really are because, eventually you will hear the naysayers, who will speak against it.

Peter
Peter had a low self-concept. Sometimes we have the wrong picture of ourselves—a picture that we have 
formed since childhood, not really knowing who we are. That is why some people will say, “I’m not worthy to 
be around you or God I’m not worthy to be in your presence.” This feeling of unworthiness is when you feel 
like you do not deserve God’s best for you and the amazing life He has planned for you. Sometimes people 
confuse the feeling of unworthiness with humility or confidence with arrogance. Both are wrong. 

 

Jesus said, “Love your neighbor as yourself ” (Matthew 22:39). This is a very important statement that Jesus 
made. We think it may be selfish, but Jesus was very clear. You can only love others to the degree that you love 
yourself. You are the offspring of God himself. You are somebody.

Where Is Your Confidence?
Let’s address another issue that is plaguing our society: lack of confidence. The word confidence means to 
“confide in yourself.” In other words, have a meeting with yourself, which is why it is important to know who 
you are. 

When you know who you are, there is no intimidation. The confidence that comes from knowing who you 
are gives you the boldness to speak what needs to be said. Therefore, self-confidence is neither conceit nor 
deceit, but rather being humble. It is being in agreement with who you are. You can say, “I know who I am, 
and I’m okay with who I am.” You have to come to that conclusion; your life depends on it.
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For example, in many cultures women are viewed as less than when compared to men. Many women are not 
able to obtain an education, they do not have the opportunity for high-level paying jobs, and/or they are 
treated more as property and told to stay in the home, clean, cook and take care of the children. In Genesis 
1:26, God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule . . .” When He said 
man, He was referring to all of mankind. It was not until later in the chapter that He referred to them as male 
and female. Both male and female are leaders in their own right. Men have position power and women have 
influence power. If the women do not know that they are created to be leaders and influencers, they will use 
what their culture or society says about them as an excuse to not be the leader that they were created to be. At 
the same time, if the men do not know who they are they will continue to oppress women and discount their 
gift.

When you humble yourself, you become confident in who you are. When you are not humbled, and you do 
not know who you are, ignorance and pride take over. Pride is pretending to be something you are not, which 
is why God resists those that are full of pride. He says, “I will not have anything to do with them” (James 
4:6 paraphrased). When people are prideful and inauthentic, He cannot work with them and He refuses to 
have anything to do with them. We see many individuals that boast about what they are doing and have an 
arrogant pride about them. God says, “I do not know them.” Do not try to be something that you are not.

It is challenging to be confident if you do not know who you are. This is why integrity is important. A person 
of integrity is integrated with themselves; who they are and what they say are the same. This is why God says, 
“Be hot or be cold. Don’t even attempt to be in the middle, acting hypocritical. Choose a side. Just be one or 
the other” (Rev 3:16 paraphrased).

If you are going to be hot, go all out. If you’re going to be cold, that is your decision. But, if you are in 
the middle, pretending to be something that you are not—acting one way Sunday and acting like a totally 
different person Monday, God says, “I will spit you out” (Rev 3:16 paraphrased). The word He uses literally 
means, “I vomit you out” (Rev 3:16 NKJV).

The Apostle Paul said, “Do not be like those that compare themselves to others, but compare yourself to 
yourself. Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, for God does not walk with the proud” 
(Romans 12:2-3 paraphrased). The key is to think what you ought to think about yourself and not more 
highly.

This was Jeremiah’s problem. He was not thinking God’s thoughts about himself. Instead he said, “I’m too 
young,” and “I don’t talk right.” He used the age excuse—a very popular excuse. He claimed he was too 
young, but God canceled that excuse.

On the other end of the spectrum, we have Abraham and Sarah. They thought that they were too old to have 
a baby, but God canceled their age excuse, too.2 Many people say, “I’m too old,” “I’m passed my prime,” or 
“I’m going to retire now.” There is no retirement in the Kingdom of God, so those excuses are canceled. When 
you are done with your life assignment, get out of here, otherwise you will be meddling around in everyone 
else’s business and causing more problems. But, if you are not done, then you can still get to work.

Age is not an excuse not to become yourself. 

2 Genesis 18:11-15, Genesis 21:1-7
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All of the leaders described in this unit are proof that the quality of leadership is already in you. Each one had 
an encounter with God that changed their perception of who they were. That is why you have to be connected 
to your Source, the Manufacturer. As your mind becomes more clear of who you really are, your behavior will 
change because, “As a man thinks, that is who he is” (Proverbs 23:7 NKJV paraphrased).

We have a mental problem—accepting the truth that we are leaders. The single most important message 
throughout this unit is helping you discover who God says you are, so you will not believe other people’s 
assessments of who you are. There are many individuals who do not know who they are, let alone who you are. 
Be very careful where you get your ideas, especially your ideas about yourself.

Make time today to have a meeting with yourself and God. Talk to yourself and talk to God. Sit down with 
Him and go over the things that are not right in your life. Be honest with the Holy Spirit. Set aside the time 
and make it happen. You can do it at any time of the day, whenever and wherever. Some people have a quiet 
time in their car, and that is the only time that they have. If you are a parent whose kids command your 
attention, take the opportunity to have one-on-one time while in the shower or getting ready in the morning; 
do whatever it takes to have this meeting. 

What Lies Do You Believe?
Now let’s address the lies that people believe about themselves. The truth you discover about yourself is what 
sets you free.

People think they have to be perfect, but only God, the Holy Spirit, and Jesus are perfect—no one else. Isn’t 
it amazing that God used all the dysfunctional people we see in the Bible? You do not have to be perfect. God 
will use us despite our shortcomings; thank God for that.

Some people believe that they need to be like someone else in order to feel valuable: “If only I were more like 
them, I would be better off, or I could do this, or do that.”  That is a lie.

Some people believe they do not have anything to offer. That is also a lie.

Another lie is, “being confident will make me prideful, arrogant, or selfish.” One of the most famous 
statements that Jesus ever said was, “I am.” He never let anyone else define Him. For example, He declared, “I 
am the bread of life” (John 6:35). He knew exactly who He was. You have to know who you are before other 
people define who you are not.

Another lie people believe is, “I am who others say that I am: My dad said I was stupid. My teacher said I was 
slow. Kids on the playground said I was too sensitive.” 

Sometimes, people will use their lack of formal education to justify their lack of self-confidence. There are 
people who have barely passed high school, yet they started their own business. Many people can barely read 
and write, but the lack of an education does not disqualify their gift. Never believe this lie!
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What is your excuse?

Your excuses have been canceled through the examples in this unit.

When all is said and done, you will still have to give an account for what you did with your life and the 
resources that God gave you. If you were not a good steward and squandered them, there will be a price to 
pay. Jesus was very clear: He told four different parables about this.

Stop believing the lies and start believing the truth about yourself. It is one thing to hear it, but you have to 
meditate on it. Tell yourself, “I am somebody. I was born to make a difference. I can be the change in my 
generation that I was born to be. I can be a leader.” Everyone is a leader in their own right. You just have to 
find your area of gifting.

It does not matter what society or nation that you were born in or where you may have emigrated to. None of 
that matters in the Kingdom of God. In the eyes of man, these things are impossible, but with God all things 
are possible! That is why we cannot believe what man says about us. Jesus said knowing the truth would set 
you free, and that includes freedom from the opinions of others.3 You can be confident in who you are, and 
you can fulfill your life assignment. 

Many of the heroes of our Faith wasted time making excuses for why they weren’t qualified to be used by God. 
The lesson to be learned from the men and women who’ve gone before us is simple and powerful: Don’t make 
excuses. You are made of Kingdom material and in the image of Almighty God Himself.

3 John 8:32

Without excuses, you are left with only the Truth.



Unit 4 – What’s Your Excuse? Page 63

The School of Influence for Agents of Change™
Course 1: The Identity Issue

Unit 4 Review Questions
1. What are the three paths to leadership?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. How do self-image, self-esteem, or self-concept affect humanity?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. Can your assignment or leadership capacity be canceled? Explain why.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. What prevents you from living out your assignment or leadership capacity?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. What persistent dream did you have when you were twelve years old?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

6. What is the first key to leadership?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

7. How did Joseph not let his situation define him? What helped him to define his situation?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

8. What is the reason for dreams and vision?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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9. When others no longer intimidate you, what do they become to you?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

10. What is true humility?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

11. How can you tell a person has integrity?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

12. Who is the only person you should compare yourself to?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Group Discussion Questions
Now that you’ve read this unit, discuss the following questions in a small group or with a partner:

1. How much time do you waste every day telling yourself you aren’t good enough or that you are 
unqualified?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. If we are more than what our excuses make us out to be, who and what are we really? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. How do excuses keep us from the truth? How do we live beyond them?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Homework Questions
1. List excuses you have given God or told yourself that prevented you from living out your assignment.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. What does God say about these lies?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. What does the following statement mean to you: “As a man thinks, that is who he is?”

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. What does the following statement personally mean to you now? “Knowing the truth will set you 
free from the opinions of others and you can be confident in who you are, and fulfill your life 
assignment.”

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. What happens to those who don’t fulfill their purpose?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Unit 4 Principles
• “Trapped in every follower is an untapped leader.”   

—Dr. Myles Munroe 

• The original purpose of all mankind is leadership.

• True leadership is not deciding to become a leader; it 
is deciding to become yourself.

• Leadership is first about being, then doing. 

• The first key to Leadership is a revelation about yourself.

• Leadership remains stable in the midst of pressure 
because it knows something about itself. 

• The reason for dreams and vision is for self-discovery.

• Men have Power Position. Women have Influence 
Position.

• You cannot be confident if you do not know who you are.

• Integrity means integrated with oneself.

• Think what you ought to think about yourself, no 
more and no less.

• The quality of leadership is already within you, you 
just need the mentality.
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Unit 5
The Lion Within
Many of us have been walking around in darkness, unaware of whom we come from and the Dominion 
Mandate we were born for. You might be thinking right now, “I’m done with excuses. I’m ready to walk in 
the Abundant Life!” In which case, we applaud and welcome you. But before we turn you loose, you should 
know what it is you’re walking into. What demeanor, attitude, or spirit do you possess? Each of us has to be 
able to answer this question about ourselves in preparation for those days when the enemy whispers in our ear, 
“Who are you to walk with such confidence? Who are you to live in freedom? Who do you think you are to have 
Dominion Power?”

Learning Objectives
• Students will be able to discover their leadership nature and true identity as born leaders.

• Students will learn that the proper mindset is the key to becoming yourself and discovering the 
hidden leader within you.

• Students will learn what it takes to graduate from being a follower to being a true leader and what 
separates a true leader from a follower?

• Students will learn how to lead with the right mentality as an agent of change.

Recommended Reading
 The Spirit of Leadership by Dr. Myles Munroe
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Before We Begin. . . 
Read and answer the following questions. A true leader has a unique mentality and attitude. Let’s discover if 
you have what it takes to graduate from being a follower to being a true leader. Remember to take your time 
answering these questions before moving on to the reading.

1. Do you believe God when He says that you were born to be a leader? Why or why not? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. What boundaries and stereotypes have you been trapped in, in your mind?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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The Lion Within
A true leader has a unique mentality; the way leaders think is what separates them from followers. It is 
interesting to note that God identifies Himself with two animals throughout the Bible: the eagle and the lion. 
Let’s look at the nature, attitude, and characteristics of these animals, as well as why they are perceived as kings 
of their domains.

The lion embodies the spirit of a leader. The word “spirit” here is written with a lower-case “s.” When you see 
the word “spirit” with a lower-case “s” in the Bible, you can substitute the word attitude. Therefore, we are not 
talking about the Holy Spirit; we are talking about the attitude of a leader.

The lion is not the tallest, the fastest, the largest, the heaviest, or even the smartest, yet he is the king of the 
animal kingdom. Why is the lion king, and why does God identify Himself with this animal? It is because of 
the lion’s attitude. The difference between a follower and a leader is attitude—leaders have a mindset that sees 
situations differently. When a follower sees a problem, a leader sees an opportunity to grow.

Before understanding their identity, many people freeze when they encounter adversity. They do not know 
what to do, because they think the adversity is coming to destroy them. When you have a different attitude, 
you will begin to see adversities as opportunities for you to learn, to benefit, and to advance to another level 
for the next season in your life.

Your attitude is a product of your belief system; you cannot have an attitude beyond what you believe. The 
lion is the king because of what he believes about himself. 

Therefore, leaders are born when they discover a new belief system; this is the secret to becoming a true leader. 
No amount of training or leadership skills can substitute for a right attitude based on the correct belief system. 
Your life is what you think it should be, so if you do not like who you are, change your thinking.  In order to 
do that, you may have to change your associations. Many people in the Bible began to walk in their destinies 
after they changed their environment. Consider the examples of Abraham, Moses, and Joseph: they had to 
leave their family and go into a new place so God could work on their thinking. 

The Leadership Attitude
What is the attitude of a true leader? It is a perception of who you are, free from other people’s ideas of you. In 
the first unit we read about the lion who thought he was a sheep because of who he associated with. He sounded 

There is a lion within you; however, it is your job to 
renew your mind and develop a new mentality to 

become the King of the Jungle.
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like the sheep, grazed like the sheep, drank like the sheep, and lived like the sheep. In his mind, he was a sheep. 
Many times, we think and live below the standard of leadership that we were born to be. You were born for a 
purpose, but you must discover it. Nobody can tell it to you. If you fail to identify and embrace your purpose, 
you will live an average life and end in an average grave. Discovering your purpose is essential to having a 
successful life and we will learn more about purpose in the next course.

You were born to solve a problem that your generation faces. There are over seven billion unique people on 
the earth right now, but you are more than a number. Like every other individual, you have a unique ability, 
purpose, and life vision. Imagine if all seven billion people discovered the problem they were born to solve! 
The world would be a much better place to live.

You have potential, but you must believe in yourself before you can realize that potential. In the last unit, we 
studied several great leaders and saw how they started out believing wrong things about themselves. God had 
to remind them and say, “No, do not believe that. This is who you really are. Now, do what you were born to 
do.” Your mentality must be equal to your belief system. The wrong mentality can make an elephant act like a 
sheep in the presence of a lion. The elephant is bigger, heavier, and could stomp on the lion, but when he sees 
a lion, he shivers and freezes up like a little sheep—all because of his attitude. 

When you discover who you are, you cannot help but have confidence—it is a product of your belief system. 
You behave how you believe. If you do not like your behavior, then change it by changing your belief system. 

Do not let circumstances design your life for you; take control by changing your thinking. You can never fully 
carry out the mandate of leadership if you do not have the mentality of a leader. Your attitude must be right. 
Marry your gifts with your belief system, your attitude, and what you were born with—that is how a leader is 
created.

Start by going through the self-discovery process. Your attitude and your belief system will have to line up to what 
you discover about yourself. Every time we see a person step into their leadership identity in the Bible, they first 
had to leave their culture and family. Leaders choose their friends based on their future. It is that simple. You may 
have to make some tough choices, but this is your life and your destiny. 
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It is not your ability that makes you successful in life; it is your mentality. True leadership ability is trapped 
within you: “Within every follower is a hidden leader.”1 Everybody has potential, but many do not realize their 
potential because they don’t believe it. They do not see it in themselves because, like most people, they were not 
trained to see it. You need to be around people who will see the potential in you. The goal of every leader is to 
release the hidden leader in every follower. Every person was born to be a leader, but most people have lost the 
spirit of leadership or attitude of a leader.

Insecure leaders often try to gather large groups of people around them. They want to be able to say, “I have 
millions of followers, thousands of followers, or hundreds of followers.” They work to maintain that following, 
but accumulating followers is not a true leadership mentality. Your greatest demonstration of leadership is not 
the ability to accumulate and maintain a group of followers, but the ability to produce leaders. Jesus released 
people into roles of leadership. When His group got too big, He said to some of them, “I trained you, now go 
out” (Luke 10:1-3 paraphrased). A true leader will identify potential leaders, mentor them, release them, and 
send them out.  This is what Jesus did, and in doing so, He set the example for us as leaders. 

Unfortunately, we are trained in our culture to believe only certain people are born to be leaders, and the rest are 
not. This mentality comes from Greek philosophy, not from the Bible. Another philosophy states that leadership 
is a skill that can be taught. This is also wrong. No one can teach you to be a leader, because no one can teach 
you to become yourself. It is something you discover. Birds are born to fly. You cannot teach a bird how to fly; it 
is just inherent within his design. He knows he was born to fly, so he flies. You do not see a bird trying to learn 
to swim like a fish. It is not natural. What you were born to do is built in you; it is inherent in your design. 
Unfortunately, many of us are educated out of who we truly are. You must choose to manifest the leadership 
nature that is inherent in your design.

Learning comes from education, which is mental; however, knowing comes from revelation, which is spiritual. 
The goal of this unit is for you to discover your leadership nature, and then get to work. You must accomplish 
what God has called you to do, and do it effectively. We are here to get a revelation of what it means to develop 
and live out our leadership potential. This is imperative and no one can teach it to you. You have to discover it. 
You cannot go to a university and get a degree in leadership because you cannot be taught to be yourself. You 
have to discover who you are—then the leader is revealed. 

Are You Built For It?
Your leadership domain is in your area of gifting. It is your responsibility to discover your area of gifting, and 
lead in it. You do not have to compete with others or pretend to be someone you are not. We see this 

1 The Spirit of Leadership, Dr. Myles Munroe, Pg 14, Whitaker House 2005

Having the proper mentality is the key to 
becoming your true self, making you a Leader.
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happening in society, in the workplace, in school, and in families: everyone is trying to be somebody they are 
not because they do not know who they are. When you discover yourself, you will know why you are here and 
naturally step into your leadership.

No one can do exactly what you were born to do—God built you to do it. In the same sense, you cannot lead 
in an area you were not born for. For example, there are those who are born to sing. They lead when they are 
singing. While there are others who were not born to sing, but they try to lead by singing because they see the 
fame and notoriety given to those who can sing. When they try to lead by singing, it is evident that singing is 
not their gift. You must be yourself and operate in your gifting, because only then will you become the leader 
you were created to be.

The lion who thought he was a sheep was living in an environment that was unnatural to him. He thought 
he was a sheep because he did not know anything different. Our environment, education, social training, 
cultures, families, and communities have been defining us and giving us the parameters of who we can and 
cannot be.

In the Bible, God had to destroy these parameters in each individual. We have to defy the stereotypes and 
boundaries that our culture and associations try to put on us. This requires a different kind of thinking. Only 
you know what you were born to do. Others may have their own opinions—some may even say you can never 
be what God created you to be.  If you accept their limitations, you will never rise to your God-given purpose. 
To change your life, you must change your thinking. 

Many people try to change their lives without even knowing how or where to start. They move to new 
locations, change jobs, or even change spouses, searching for happiness or a new life. If you truly want to 
change your life, it starts with changing your thinking. And, guess what? You are the only one that can do it. 
Even God cannot do that for you. Jesus said, “You change your mindset; you renew your mind” (Matthew 
4:17 paraphrased). The responsibility is yours.

It is imperative for your growth as a leader to find a true mentor.  Mentorship is an important part of growth 
in life. Part of changing your associations includes finding a mentor. A mentor can be a coach, a teacher, your 
aunt, or anyone who is going where you want to go and believes in you. This program is also a great place to 
start.

You have amazing abilities inside, but for these abilities to manifest, you must have the spirit of leadership. 
This is the attitude of a leader. Without the spirit of leadership, you are like an elephant that does not know 
his own strength, just wandering around, never realizing the potential of his innate strength.

The spirit of leadership must be ignited by a belief system. This is why it is so important to evaluate the messages 
you are receiving. Who are you listening to?  What movies are you watching? What music are you listening to? 

“You can never live beyond your belief.”
- Dr. Myles Munroe
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What you listen to works on your belief system. To operate in the spirit of leadership you must protect your 
belief system. This is why King Solomon said, “above all else, guard your heart, for everything that you do flows 
from it” (Proverbs 4:23). The word heart here is referring to your thinking. You have to guard your thinking with 
all that you have, for out of it flow the issues of life. Out of your mind comes your life, your belief system, and 
your attitude. It is up to you to protect it—nobody can do it for you. 

The leadership spirit within you is trapped by the wrong mentality from the culture you have accepted into your 
belief system. They lock your mind up—with you trapped inside. When that happens, God cannot do anything 
with you. And, this leads to conventional thinking, which makes no room for creativity. It does not allow you to 
stand out from the crowd. You become average, mundane, and bored.

Some cultures actively suppress their people’s efforts to rise above their circumstances. There have been people 
from other nations who have had to leave their environments in order to dream again, because their culture will 
not allow them to dream or accomplish anything successful. These people have said, “In my country you have a 
family, pay your bills, and then you die. If you try to be successful or do something for God, people say, ‘Who do 
you think you are?’” They were not able to discover who they were created to be in their own country. Sometimes 
it will take leaving your environment for a season to change your thinking and discover who you are so you can 
return to that environment and change it.

Your Last Success
Dr. Myles Munroe said, “The greatest enemy of progress is your last success.” Many people get caught up in the 
last success they had, and they stop dreaming and using their creativity. They get prideful and think, “That’s it; 
I’m done!” But, success is just the beginning. We are just getting started. Don’t let your last success hinder you.

Our cultures have trained us to limit ourselves. They have trained us to see barriers (sometimes called “glass 
ceilings”). The barriers are not really there; they exist only in our minds. You must break through the barriers that 
your culture tries to put on your thinking and abilities.

Many times, we sit around, waiting on God to do something, while He is waiting for us to get the right attitude 
so we can handle the next season in our life. Some say, “I will just wait on the promises of God.” If you have this 
attitude, you will be waiting for decades. God is waiting for you to get your attitue right so you can accomplish 
what He has planned for you.

Numbers 14:20-23 says, “The Lord replied, ‘I have forgiven them, as you asked. Nevertheless as surely as I 
live and as surely as the glory of the Lord fills the earth, not one of those who saw my glory and the signs I 
performed in Egypt and in the wilderness but who disobeyed me and tested me ten times— not one of them 
will ever see the land I promised on oath to their ancestors.”

God is referring to the generation of Israelites who witnessed all of the miracles God did in Egypt and the 
wilderness, and still had a bad attitude and wrong thinking. He said, because of their attitude and their wrong 
thinking, they would not enter into the Promised Land; it would be held for the next generation. God had a 
plan and a destination for them, but their attitude prevented them from achieving it.



The School of Influence for Agents of Change™
Course 1: The Identity Issue

Page 74 Unit 5 – The Lion Within

In verse 24, God calls out Caleb, and what He says is important to grasp for our understanding of 
leadership: “But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit [attitude] and follows me wholeheartedly, I 
will bring him into the land he went to, and his descendants will inherit it” (emphasis added).

Caleb’s attitude was the difference between him and the other Israelites. People with the right mentality 
inherit what God has for them and fulfill the vision that they were born to complete. Those who do not have 
the right mentality will not inherent what God has for them or fulfill the vision that they were born to do. It 
all has to do with your attitude.

Why are you waiting on God? He built you for this. He gave you your gifts, but if your thinking is wrong, 
He cannot use you. The Israelites did not enter the Promised Land because their thinking and attitude were 
wrong. They still had the mentality they had while in Egypt. He brought them out of Egypt, but He could 
not get the mentality of Egypt out of them. It is the same with the Kingdom of God: He can bring you into 
His Kingdom, but you have to change your thinking in order for you to operate effectively in it.

Dr. Myles Munroe once said “We all have the capacity to lead, but we need the mentality for it!” The fantastic 
news is, your mentality is up to you. You get to decide if you are going to believe you are a lion or if you are 
just a sheep. YOU are the one who can start changing your mind. All it takes is some work. Let’s start the 
work by answering the questions in the review section.
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Unit 5 Review Questions
1. What two animals does God identify Himself with in the Bible and why?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. What does it mean to have the spirit of a leader (referred to as the small “s” in the Bible)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. What differentiates a leader from a follower?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. When is a leader born?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. What is the secret to true leadership? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

6. What is the true leadership attitude?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

7. Why is it important to believe in yourself?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

8. How is everyone on earth unique?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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9. If you don’t like your behavior, you can change it by changing your ___________________.

10. When can you fully carry out the mandate of leadership?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

11. Your gifts, belief system, attitude, and what you are made of is how a __________________ is 
created.

12. When you ____________________________________ and know why you are here, you naturally 
become a leader.

Group Discussion Questions
Now that you’ve read this unit, discuss the following questions in a small group or with a partner:

1. How would you describe a true leader?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. Did your understanding of a leader evolve or change while reading this unit? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. What does it mean to change your behavior by changing your belief system?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. Why is it important to believe in yourself?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Homework Questions
1. Do you believe God when He says that you were born to be a leader? Please explain.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. How can you change the boundaries and stereotypes you have allowed yourself to believe? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. Pick one situation in your life and consider how you would approach it differently if you decided to 
see yourself as a lion instead of the false image you’ve believed all this time?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. In what areas of your life do you need to adjust your attitude to that of a true leader?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. Is your mindset equal to your belief system about yourself? If not, identify the areas where your 
mindset and your beliefs are not lining up.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

6. What areas of your identity are you discovering that you previously did not know?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Unit 5 Principles
• A true leader has a unique mentality and attitude.

• To change your life, you must change your mindset.

• Adversity is an opportunity, if you have the proper 
mindset.

• Attitude is a product of your belief system. You 
cannot have an attitude beyond your belief.

• A leader is born when you discover yourself and a new 
belief system.

• The true leadership attitude is the perception of who 
you are, not believing what others say that you are.

• You are a solution to your generation.

• Your mentality must be equal to your belief system. 

• Leaders choose their friends based on their future. 

• The capacity to lead is inside every human.

• Learning comes from education. Knowing comes 
from revelation.

• Everybody leads in their own area of gifting.

• Conventional thinking makes no room for creativity.

• “We all have the capacity to lead, but you must have 
the mentality for it.” —Dr. Myles Munroe
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Unit 6
The Blame Game
Now that we have a firm grasp on what we were created from and for, it is time to look at who we are. You 
will never get where you want to go if you do not get out of your own way. In this unit, we will look at one of 
the most common pitfalls we face—irresponsibility.

Learning Objectives
• Students will be able to recognize and understand the rampant problem of blame.

• Students will see how important it is to take responsibility for their own actions.

• Students will be able to understand that true leaders are called to live beyond blaming anyone or 
anything for their behaviors.

Recommended Reading
 The Spirit of Leadership by Dr. Myles Munroe
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Before We Begin. . . 
Read and answer the following questions. Take time to reflect on your answers to these questions. When you 
are ready, continue reading.

1. Do others consider you to be a person they trust? Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. Have you been in the habit of not taking responsibility for your own actions?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. What are some of the excuses you have been using to blame others for your decisions?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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The Blame Game
In this unit, we will briefly cover what is known as, “The Peter Pan Philosophy.” Peter Pan is a fairy tale 
about a boy who did not want to grow up. Therefore, this philosophy refers to adults who refuse to grow up, 
thereby avoiding taking responsibility for their own actions. We can see this mentality coming from many of 
the leaders in our society. They always have an excuse: they blame their parents, society, their past, or their 
generation. Too many of us blame someone for something. It is time for us to take responsibility. 

Responsible people are dependable; they show others that they can be taken at their word. That is why real 
leaders do not make excuses. They say, “I made a mistake, and there is no excuse.”  True leaders do not make 
excuses. Rather, they own up to their mistakes and demonstrate dependability. 

Taking responsibility breeds trust, and trust is a key that opens many doors. Unfortunately, trustworthiness is 
a quality we are lacking in our society. People are unwilling to take responsibility for their own actions. Too 
few of us are willing to say, “I made a mistake. I cheated and I should not have,” accept the consequences 
and move on.  Too few are willing to admit, “Yes, you caught me doing cocaine. I am a drug addict. I have a 
problem. I need to go to rehab.” Take the responsibility by going to rehab, and deal with the situation. We all 
understand people make mistakes. Many people try to cover a weakness up by blaming others and not taking 
responsibility—saying, for instance, “If you only knew the father I had and the situation I came from. My dad 
hit my mom, and that is why I hit people,”—it is like they are refusing to grow up. We must stop blaming the 
past and take responsibility for our actions.  

We live in a society where adults behave like spoiled rotten little kids who make excuses, lie, and refuse to take 
responsibility. If you want more control over your life and the pleasures, prerogatives, and power of freedom 
and independence, all you have to do is take responsibility for yourself. A true leader takes responsibility for 
his or her actions. We all have to live with the repercussions of our actions. We are the sum of the decisions 
we have made on a daily basis. The direction you go in life is completely up to you.

In the Bible there is a scripture about the men of Issachar. They were the wisest tribe in all of Israel. The Bible 
says, “they understood the times and they knew exactly what to do” (1 Chronicles 12:32 paraphrased). They 
could comprehend and discern the times they were in, and then tell the nation what direction to go in.  

This scripture implies three different things:

• If you do not know the times and the seasons that you are in, you will not know what to do. 

• This means you are probably doing the wrong things.

• If you know the seasons and the times we are in, you will know what to do. 

We, as true leaders, are supposed to be that for our nations. Therefore, this is the kind of person we must strive 
to be. We must strive to understand the times we live in, stay informed of what is happening in society, and stay 
aware of national issues, so we can bring solutions.
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We can’t live with our heads buried in the sand, stockpile supplies, and wait for the rapture. Jesus did not say, 
“Stockpile until I come.” He said, “Occupy till I come” (Luke 19:13 KJV). This means, take care of business and 
fulfill your life assignment until Jesus comes back. Do not sit around, waiting and wondering. Discover what you 
are born to do and do it. We will each give an account for our own life before God, and we cannot point fingers 
at anybody else. It is time to take responsibility. 

Taking Responsibility
Nothing is more detrimental personally—and nationally—as irresponsibility. This is defined as a lack in a sense 
of accountability. People hate accountability, but it is for your own good, your own safety, and your own security. 
Responsibility is when you are able to respond to your conscience. God gave your conscience to you when you 
were born. Therefore, no one has to tell you if something is wrong; you know because of your conscience. But an 
irresponsible person ignores his conscience.

Irresponsible people are flighty, thoughtless, undependable, loose, immoral, unpredictable, unreliable, and 
untrustworthy. Therefore, if you are irresponsible, that is likely what people think of you. They believe, 
“I cannot depend on this person to be a part of this team to help us move forward. I cannot depend on 
this person to help in a situation. I cannot depend on this person for anything.” If you are untrustworthy, 
undependable, and unpredictable, people will not want you around them. They will avoid you at all costs. 
It is easy to see if you transfer blame to others or fail to follow through on your word.

If you are an expert at blaming your present on your past, you will stay stuck there. We blame our parents for 
our habits, our teachers for our ignorance, our children for social problems, cigarette companies for our cancer, 
our government for unemployment, alcohol for our drunkenness, and our spouse for our depression. The poor 
blames the rich for their poverty. Criminals blame society for their behavior. Each generation points fingers at the 
next.

Where does it stop? It stops with you. You are a leader and a leader takes responsibility. Stop playing the blame 
game. God does not like that game and neither does anyone else. 

The world is looking for true leaders, and you were born to be a true leader. But, you must take on the 
character of a true leader. It is imperative to have the right attitude, and part of that attitude is taking 
responsibility for yourself and your actions. Admit when you make a wrong decision. People will respect you 
for that. No one is perfect. We are humans and we all understand. 

Being honest with yourself is the first step to 
being a responsible person, and therefore a 

true leader.
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There was a business man from Haiti who recently addressed the Haitian community in Naples, Florida. He 
said, 

“You know what I like about Americans? They admit that they were wrong, and they move on. 
But, back in my country we never admit anything. We do not admit adultery. We do not admit 
fornication. We do not admit that we are using drugs. We do not admit that we are murderers. In 
America, if you admit your mistake, they accept it, they forgive you, and everybody moves on. That 
is why I love America.” 

Do you know what happens when somebody fails to take responsibility? People don’t forget; they may forgive, 
but they don’t forget. Consider when world-famous cyclist Lance Armstrong said, “I did not use enhancement 
drugs.” He won seven Tour de France, but later it came out that he had been and was lying about it. They 
stripped him of every title. He can no longer do what he was born to do because he lied about his actions. He 
did not take responsibility and eventually the truth was revealed. His character is smeared in history forever.

When we displace our responsibility, we self-destruct and disqualify ourselves. We are not fooling anybody but 
ourselves. It is time to grow up and be mature individuals, taking responsibility for our lives. Starting today, stop 
playing “the blame game.” True leaders take responsibility and move forward. 

How do you take responsibility?

• First, you must understand that it is OK to make mistakes. We are all human. We all make mistakes, 
and taking responsibility is accepting who you are and admitting what you have done and then 
moving on.

• Next, you must learn to see things objectively and without bias and prejudice.

• Then, you must let go of feelings of victimization and bigotry. Move beyond them.

• Last, seek to improve your self-esteem and self-confidence. You must do this because then you will not 
feel free to tell lies, blame, point fingers, and put your choices off on other people.

Failing to accept responsibility has to stop somewhere; it stops with true leaders. And, that is exactly what you 
are.

This behavior is a problem for everyone—those that blame and those that receive blame. Perhaps you have 
placed blame on other people in real and tangible ways, or maybe it has been a mental battle to take control of 
your own life. No matter where you stand with blame, this moment is an opportunity to take responsibility for 
your actions.

As you answer the questions in the review section, be honest with yourself.

True leaders are called to live beyond
the blame game.
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Unit 6 Review Questions
1. What is built into the meaning of the word responsibility?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. What do you need to be in control of in your life to have independence and power?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the world looking for?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. What is detrimental to life, both personally and nationally? How?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. Who gives us a conscience?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

6. What do irresponsible people do?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

7. What happens when we displace responsibility?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

8. How do you take on the task of responsibility?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Group Discussion Questions
Now that you’ve read this unit, discuss the following questions in a small group or with a partner:

1. Using your own words, describe how this unit challenged your thinking about becoming a 
responsible person?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. After taking time to think about the material in this unit, what portion of the information resonated 
with you? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. What happens when you know the times and seasons you are in? Give a real life example of how this 
can be applied in your life?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. What does Jesus’ statement, “occupy until I come back,” mean to you?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Homework Questions
1. In what area of your life have you been blaming others for your mistakes?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. What changes can you make to become a more trustworthy person? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. What areas of your life have you not taken proper responsibility for?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. What mental changes do you need to make to become responsible in these areas?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Unit 6 Principles
• Responsible people are dependable; they show others 

that they can be depended on. 

• Responsibility builds trust.

• Trust is a key that opens many doors.

• A true leader takes responsibility.

• “Our life is the sum total of all the decisions we make 
every day.” —Dr. Myles Munroe

• When we displace our responsibility, we self-destruct.

• True leaders take responsibility and move forward.
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Unit 7
What Are You Thinking?
Welcome to the final unit in Course One. This work has not been easy, but easy is not what we signed up for. 
True leaders do not shy away from the process of renewing their mindset. If you recall, the only difference 
between a leader and a follower is their attitude. In this last unit, we will be addressing the most important 
thing: mentality and how to change your mindset.

Learning Objectives
• Students will understand the principles that are involved in making a mental transformation.

• Students will understand how their mindset plays an important and powerful role in their lives and 
leadership.

Recommended Reading
 The Spirit of Leadership by Dr. Myles Munroe.
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Before We Begin. . . 
Take a few moments to read and answer the following questions. Take time to reflect on your answers to these 
questions. When you are ready, continue reading. 

1. What factors in your life have conditioned your mind to think negatively?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. Do you believe it is possible to change your mindset? Why or why not?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. How different would your life be if you believed you could do anything you dreamed of?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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What Are You Thinking?
Denis Waitley said, “It is not what you are that holds you back, it is what you think you are not.” Your 
thinking is imperative to the direction of your life. Tony Dungy said, “You can’t always control your 
circumstances but you can control your thoughts.” A person’s thinking determines whether they are a true 
leader or a follower. 

Many people think that the situations that arise in their lives will deter or destroy them. On the other hand, 
a true leader thinks, “I am not sure exactly how I am going to get through this one, but I’m going to figure it 
out one way or another.” There is a distinct difference between their mentalities. 

Nothing changes in your life until your mind changes. Information does not bring transformation, only 
changing your mindset will. This is why Jesus said, “Repent [change your way of thinking], for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near” (Matthew 4:17 NIV emphasis added). The Apostle Paul also touched on this in Romans 
12:2—“be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  

Henry Ford said, “If you think you can do a thing or you think you can’t do it, you are right.” The outcome 
of all that you do depends on your thinking. If you think you can overcome a challenge, then you can. You 
may not know how yet, but with the right mentality you can figure it out. Challenges don’t come to destroy 
you but to refine you and bring you to another level. Through one challenge you will learn something about 
yourself and you will be prepared for the next challenge. 

There are many who think that they are exempt from problems or challenges in life or that they aren’t suppose 
to happen to them. Therefore, when they are faced with a challenge or problem, they are surprised. We are not 
exempt from problems and challenges. As a matter of fact, in John 16:33, Jesus promised that we would have 
many problems in this world. Here he is guaranteeing that we will face problems. Once we understand this, 
we will discover that the outcome of the challenges and problems that we face are determined by our response 
to them, which is determined by how we think. Our mindset will determine whether we will make it out of 
the challenges alive or not.

The wisest man that ever lived said, “as he [man] thinks in his heart, so is he [man]” (Proverbs 23:7 NKJV 
emphasis added). Your thinking makes you. Your life comes out of your thinking, but where does your 
thinking come from? Where do your thoughts come from? They come from your belief system and from 
hearing and listening to what is around you. Who are you listening to? What thoughts are you allowing 
to come into your mind? If it is not a Godly thought based on the Word of God, you have to abort it 
immediately. 

No challenge has come to destroy you, but to 
refine you and bring you to the next level.
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Thoughts are seeds planted in your mind. As you incubate the wrong thoughts by dwelling on them and 
making them bigger than they really are, they ultimately take on a life of their own. They appear to be a 
monster (a monster you created), when in fact, they are really nothing. 

The most difficult project in the entire world is the renewing of the mind. Knowing something does not 
guarantee conviction. You will not change until conviction takes place. Just because you might say, “Yes that 
is right,” “that sounds good,” or, “that makes sense,” does not mean that transformation will occur. Until you 
actually believe it and live it, nothing will change. God cannot renew your mind for you; you have to do it for 
yourself. 

Consider the Israelites, they had just been delivered from slavery in Egypt and were now in the desert on 
the way to the Promised Land. While in the desert, they still carried in them the same mentality as when 
they were slaves and were constantly murmuring, complaining, and harboring the wrong attitude—a slave 
mentality. And, God said, “You must die in the desert because you have the wrong thinking. Your children 
will not think like you” (Numbers 14:29-31 paraphrased). Because the Israelites had the wrong attitude, 
God did not allow them to go into the land that He promised them. He had to wait for the next generation 
because they would not carry that wrong thinking; they would have a different mentality. Once He had the 
next generation ready to advance, He could bring them into the Promise Land He held for them.

Dr. Myles Munroe said, “You are the sum of all you have been conditioned to think.” Put another way, you 
are a product of your environment. We get some of our attitudes from those who raised us as we are growing 
up. Others come from our friends and peers as we get older and transition into adulthood. This is why our 
associations are so important. 

Attitude Is Everything
There was once a lady who woke up one morning to find she had three hairs left on her head. She said, “Oh, 
look at that! I have three hairs left on my head! I guess I will braid my hair today.” So, she braided her hair 
and went about her merry way. The next morning she woke up and found she had two hairs on her head. She 
said, “Huh! Look at that: I have two hairs on my head. I guess I will part my hair down the middle,” and went 
about her merry way. The next morning, she woke up and she had one hair left on her head. She said, “Look 
at that! I guess I will wear it in a ponytail.” She put her hair in a ponytail, put a bow on it, and went about her 
day happy as ever. The next day she woke up and had no hair on her head. She said, “Wow, Look at that! I 
don’t even have to do my hair today.” 

After reading this story, you can see how attitude determines everything. You have to look at things from a 
higher perspective than most people look at them. This is why God identifies Himself with the eagle. Eagles 
soar high, looking at things from a completely different perspective. They see a bigger picture. Often we don’t 
see the big picture, so we don’t understand why something is happening. 

It is important to have the right attitude in everything. Make every effort to do what is right, no matter how 
you might feel about it. Stay in right standing with God. Ask God for the principle to apply. He says, “I will 
give you the keys [the principles] of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven” (Matthew 16:19 emphasis added). Ask 
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Him for the key, apply it, and hold strong, trusting that you will come out the other side. You will, if you have 
the right mentality. 

Dr. Myles Munroe said, “What we see and what we hear are small things compared to what we think.” Your 
thoughts control your response to situations. Bear in mind that people are watching you and if you respond 
properly to situations. Does your response set you apart from others?

The most powerful force on earth is the will of man. Nobody can change your thinking for you—not even 
God. One of the most difficult challenges God ever had was when the Israelites refused to change their 
thinking. It was easier for God to deliver the Israelites from the power of Pharaoh than from the power of 
their own thinking. Miracles do not change people’s thinking. Jesus was very clear when He said, “A wicked 
and adulterous generation looks for a sign” (Matthew 16:4). Nobody saw more miracles than the children of 
Israel. For forty years — in the desert — nobody was sick! Their clothes never wore out. Their shoes never 
wore out.  They were given bread every day, and they complained about all of those things.  

In Exodus 13, when Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them to the road through the Philistine 
country even though it was a shorter route. Why? God said, “If they face war, they might change their minds 
and return to Egypt” (Exodus 13:17). He knew their minds were not ready for that, so they needed to go 
the other way. He said, “I’m not going to take the short way because they will run. They will go back to the 
safety and security of the world they knew, where they got up every day and they pounded on mud and made 
bricks.”

God has given you everything you need to get from point A to point B, but if your thinking is not right, you will 
never get there. It is that simple, but we complicate it. We blame others or think God is not hearing our prayers. 
We come up with excuses when we should be looking within at how we are thinking. We need to ask ourselves, 
“Am I thinking the way God wants me to think about this situation?”  

The mind is more powerful than any promise that God can give to you. Imagine that! Some of us have spent 
half of our lives praying for the promises of God, when it is our mindset that needs to change. We talk about 
the promises and the blessings of God, but what about our thinking? We need to change our mentality. 

The first statement of Jesus’ ministry shows us the importance of changing our thinking and having the right 
mentality. He started His ministry with this mission statement: “Repent [change your thinking], for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near” (Matthew 4:17 emphasis added). And He spent the rest of His ministry 
talking about the Kingdom. Therefore, we do not have a spiritual problem; we have a mentality problem. 

“You are the sum total of all you have been 
conditioned to think.” 

- Dr. Myles Munroe
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We all have many things that come against us. Social, cultural, national, and religious issues impede our 
progress. This is why Jesus said we have to come like a child1, forget all the former things, and build a new 
mentality based on the original truth found in the Word of God and what He says about you. 

The problems we see are not really problems—it is just our view of them. A mature leader always sees 
problems as opportunities to grow. While an immature person sees problems as chaos or the devil coming to 
destroy them. A problem is an opportunity, and until we begin to see them that way, we will not progress.

The way you think is more important than where you are going. Wrong thinking is detrimental to your 
life, your family, and your community. People are looking for true leaders, who know where they are going, 
understand the times they are in, and know what to do. You were created to be that leader, but before you can 
lead you must know who you are. The land may be ready for you, but if you do not know who you are, you 
are not ready for the land. 

You can actually command your future to you now, but you must prepare for it. Are you preparing yourself 
for your vision? The highest act of faith is preparation. You can say, “I have faith for this,” but if you are not 
doing anything to prepare for it, then your vision is dead because “faith without works is dead” (James 2:26 
KJV). Preparation gets God’s attention. He will say, “Wow, they really believe what I said! They are preparing, 
transitioning, and putting things in place. They really believe this!”

It is easy to say you have faith for something, but then do nothing but wait and hope for it. No matter what 
God promises you, if you do nothing to prepare for it, you will not get it. It all depends on your thinking. 
Your mentality determines the fulfillment of the promises of God for your life. Jesus said, “I have prepared 
a table for you, but you must prepare yourself for the table” (John 14:3 paraphrased).Wishing, hoping, and 
praying will not get the job done. God has already set a destination for you but it is your thoughts, choices, 
and actions that determine if you are going to get there or die in the desert. The choice is yours.

Let’s look at an example. Many parents try to make the best plans for their children’s education. They do 
everything they know to do to help them to get good grades, and save money so they can go to college. 
However, once the child goes off to college, the parents have no control over their child’s choices. They 
cannot make them go to class, take notes, study, or get enough sleep. They cannot prevent them from going 
to parties. They can do everything in their power to get them the best education possible, but it is up to 
their child to get the job done. It is the same way with God. He prepares the table for us, but it is up to us to 
prepare ourselves for the table. 

1 Matthew 18:3

“The highest form of faith is preparation.”
- Dr. Myles Munroe
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There is a very popular scripture that says, “I know the plans God has for me, to give me a hope and a future” 
(Jeremiah 29:11 paraphrased). God does have a plan for you, but it is up to you to get there. He has a destiny 
for you, but He is waiting on you to prepare yourself for it, and that takes faith and knowing who you are. 

Because of Your Mentality
Let’s talk about the Israelites again. The Israelites were victims of 400 years of slavery by the Egyptians, but 
even after all of those years of mental conditioning, God still believed that it was possible for them to change 
their thinking. Unfortunately, the generation of Israelites that were enslaved failed to change their thinking. 
God will not change your thinking for you. You have to change it for yourself. While the Israelites were in 
the desert, Moses, their leader, sent out 12 spies to scope out the Promised Land.  When the spies returned, 
ten of them were afraid. Their mindset hindered them, so God said, “not one of them will ever see the land I 
promised on oath to their ancestors” (Numbers 14:23). God promised that they would not enter the Promised 
Land because of their mindset. 

However, there were two spies who were not afraid—Caleb and Joshua. In Numbers 14:24, God said this 
about Caleb, “because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, I will bring him 
into the land he went to, and his descendants will inherit it.” Caleb’s attitude had everything to do with his 
receiving the promise. The Israelites were physically removed from Egypt and motivated to go to the Promised 
Land, but they were paralyzed mentally and spiritually. They suffered from a broken spirit, which is the goal 
of oppression. Oppression breaks the spirit, but it can be fixed. This is why Jesus said, “I come to heal the 
brokenhearted. I come to heal those with a broken spirit, mentality, thinking, and attitude” (Luke 4:18 KJV 
paraphrased). The Israelites could not get to the Promised Land mentally. Even though their bodies could 
walk there, their mindset could not handle it. Therefore, God said that they could not enter the land and that 
generation with a slave mentality had to die in the desert. 

This is the same with us. It we don’t change our mentality we will not get to the destiny that God has for us. 
Therefore, do not continue with your old mentality. You must prepare and change your own thinking; God 
Himself cannot even do it for you. 

The Israelites believed slavery was better than freedom. They believed their condition of oppression was normal. 
They accepted it as their state in life and wanted to go back to it. Maybe you have given up and accepted a 
mundane, bored, and depressed life.

“God could get the Israelites out of Egypt, but 
could not get Egypt out of them.”

- Dr. Myles Munroe
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Don’t worry, there is good news for you! There is more to life than what you have known and what you have 
been told, but you have to change your thinking. God took the Israelites out of physical oppression, but He 
could not take them out of mental oppression. You can be physically free but still mentally bound.

The Israelites refused to change their minds because they were victims of mental and historical conditioning. 
They had the spirit of slavery and were oppressed followers. There are many people around the world who 
are still living in mental bondage, but there are some who have overcome it and have a different mentality. 
For example, Nelson Mandela was in prison for 27 years but was free in his mind because he had a vision. 
He saw a South Africa where there was equality for all people. The government’s fear of this vision kept his 
body imprisoned, but he was not imprisoned in his mind. The authorities of South Africa offered to set him 
free from prision many times but he refused to leave a physical prison cell until his people could live equally 
in their own country. After 27 years, Nelson Mandela finally walked out of prison. He then was elected 
president, and was able to make even more changes in the country.

 Dr. Myles Munroe states, “Leadership is only 20% talent, skill and technical knowledge, but 80% attitude.” 
Your attitude defines your leadership. There has to be a conversion that makes you think differently, and then 
you become different. Nothing is as important as the source of your thoughts. “Above all else, guard your 
heart [mind], for everything you do flows from it” (Proverbs 4:23 emphasis added). 

It is like the sheep-lion in Unit 1. The lion who thought that he was a sheep became the King of the Jungle. 
He saw his daddy and said, “That is who I am!” As he followed his father, He became himself. Before he 
discovered himself, his associations and his environment held him back. 

Therefore, it is very important to manage what we watch, what we listen to, what we read, and who we hang 
around. Our environment can either hold us back or propel us forward. Your environment affects you and 
the way you view things. If your environment is not good, it can lead you to become calloused to unclean 
situations because you see or hear them so often.
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What Are You Listening To?
We must be diligent to guard our minds. We have to know who we are before we surround ourselves with 
people who do not know who they are, because they can destroy our image of ourselves. Jesus said, “I am the 
Living Water” (John 4:14 paraphrased). He knew exactly who He was. He would not let anyone define Him.

We listen to so many outside voices and groups of people, and allow them to determine who we are and how 
we think. We listen to what other people say about us, what the news reports say about us, and what people 
on Facebook say about us. This can be detrimental. It can ruin our mentality and attitude. This is why it is 
important that you change your thinking with the original truth from God and why Jesus’ first public statement 
was, “change your thinking” (Matthew 4:17 paraphrased). 

The Holy Spirit’s number one job is to lead you into all truth.2 He is the Source of Truth, illuminating things 
when we are reading the Word of God or meditating. His job is to lead us to truth and get us to call him 
Father God (“Daddy”). 

Society has given us a corrupt perception of ourselves, of others, of God, of the Holy Spirit, and even of the 
devil. This is why people walk around in ignorance, and why we have so many problems that nobody knows 
how to solve. Psalm 82:5 (paraphrased) says, “They know nothing, they understand nothing. They walk about 
in darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken.” So, as we can see, ignorance is the root of our problems. 
We do not know who we are, and therefore we have the wrong thinking. 

Going back to Matthew 4:17, Jesus’ mission statement was, “Repent”—change your thinking. This does not 
mean bring up your past, feel bad, or cry at the altar. The Greek word for repent means: “a change of mind; after 
thought; changing in the inner mand.”3 Therefore, to repent is to go  back to the original truth and thinking that 
Adam had. We have to think the way Adam did before he disobeyed God. Change your thinking and you will 
change your life. 

Jesus was more concerned about your mind than your spirit. We focus on the spirit, but the war for our 
minds is much more important, and that fight is our responsibility. Nothing changes unless you change it—
positive or negative. The devil cannot stop your progress, cancel your plans or your purpose in life, or destroy 
your dreams. Once you understand this, you realize he is not a problem. He is using the same strategy that he 
did with Eve, “If you eat this apple, you will become like God” (Genesis 3:5 paraphrased).

You are already like Him. He made you. You are made in His likeness and His being. You are made from the 
same material. Therefore, you are more dangerous to yourself than the devil is. Think about that! You are your 
own worst enemy, not the devil.

Jesus never talked much about Satan except when He called him the tempter. He comes to distract and tempt 
you; that is his job. God uses him and allows him to do it. When Jesus needed to be tempted, the Holy Spirit

2 John 16:13
3 “Strong’s Concordance 3341. Metanoia.” Strong’s Greek: 3341. (Metanoia) -- Change of Mind, Repentance, 2011, biblehub.

com/greek/3341.htm
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 led Him into the desert.4 God Himself could not entrust His own Son with His ministry unless He was 
tested because Adam did not pass the test. If Jesus had to be tested, so do we.  

God is looking for people with the spirit (attitude) of a leader. You were made in the God class; you are His 
kid. Why do we think like slaves? Why do we act like illegitimate children? Where did we get that attitude? 
Where did we get that thinking? We live so far below where God created us to live. This is why David said, 
“They do not know anything and they are walking in ignorance and all of the foundations of the earth are 
shaking. They are from the God class, but they are living like animals of instinct” (Psalm 82:5-6 paraphrased).

You were born to lead, but you must become a leader. This is the process of self-discovery. When you marry 
the right attitude with your ability, you will have the makings of a true leader.

Here is the key to the leadership spirit and attitude. Attitude is learned. It is created by our beliefs, which are 
produced by our thoughts. Training in leadership really means training in attitude because we respond to life 
with our attitude. This is why we need mentoring and discipling from people who understand and can bring 
us through the process. As Dr. Myles Munroe says, “You have the capacity to lead, but you must have the 
mentality for it.”

Here are five questions that everyone must answer in their lifetime5. 

1. Who am I? This question addresses your identity. If you cannot answer this question, it is going to be 
tough to move on into your purpose and your vision.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. Where did I come from? This question is asking about your spiritual heritage, not where your 
ancestors are from and not what continent you are from. Identity comes from your Father.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. Why am I here on earth? This question is referring to your purpose and meaning. Everybody is asking 
this question on some level, but most people do not know how to answer it. (If you cannot answer 
this question yet, it will be covered in the next course.)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4 Matthew 4:1-11
5 Munroe, M. (17257). Unleash Your Purpose. Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image Inc.



Unit 7 – What Are You Thinking? Page 99

The School of Influence for Agents of Change™
Course 1: The Identity Issue

4. What can I do? This question refers to your potential, your ability, and your capability. After you 
know who you are and discover your purpose, you can deal with your potential. (If you cannot 
answer this question yet, it will be covered in the next course.)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. Where am I going? This question refers to your vision. Vision gives you hope in life. Once you know 
your vision, you know your destination. You will not know every step on how to get there, but they 
will come as you progress through the process. You will know why you are here and that you will 
accomplish something for God. You will have fruit in your life and that is what is important. (If you 
cannot answer this question yet, it will be covered in course three.)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Changing your mind is the first step to becoming a True Leader. Do not take it lightly, but don’t let it 
overwhelm you, either. After you can answer these questions, you can get down to business. Like all 
challenges, changing your mentality can be broken down into practical tasks. Get started with taking some 
time to answer the review questions.
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Unit 7 Review Questions
1. What is the difference between a leader and a follower?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. What does a person need to do in order to change their life?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the most powerful force on earth?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. What is the definition of the word repent? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. What is the highest form of faith?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

6. What is the key to fulfilling your purpose?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Group Discussion Questions
Now that you’ve read this unit, discuss the following questions in a small group or with a partner:

1. How would you describe your attitude about yourself now?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. How do you view your life now? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. After reading this unit, how would you begin to change your mentality?

____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Homework Questions
1. Who or what are the sources of your thoughts?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. Do you find these sources to be reliable? How do they define your attitude? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. What sources of your thoughts do you need to change?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. What changes do you need to make in your thinking patterns in order to develop the right attitude?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Congratulations!

You have finished your first course in the School of Influence. Now it is time for you to start manifesting the 
Lion that is within you. Remember to take time to journal your experiences, thoughts and ideas from this 
unit. You are ready to begin discovering your unique purpose and hidden potential in Course 2.



Unit 7 – What Are You Thinking? Page 103

The School of Influence for Agents of Change™
Course 1: The Identity Issue

Unit 7 Principles
• Challenges come to refine you and take you to the next 

level, not to destroy you.

• We will have many problems in this life, but our 
thinking determines our response to them.

• Information does not bring transformation; changing 
your mindset does.

• Knowing something does not guarantee conviction. You 
don’t change until conviction takes place.

• Attitude determines everything. Look at things from a 
higher perspective.

• What you think controls your response to situations. 

• The most powerful force on earth is the will of man. 

• A mature leader always sees problems as opportunities 
to grow.

• The way you think is more important than where you 
are going. 

• Changing your location does not change your mentality.

• Nothing is as important as the source of your thoughts.

• You were born to lead, but you must become a leader.

• When you marry attitude and ability, you have a leader.

• Attitude is the key to the Leadership Spirit.

• Attitude is learned and created by your beliefs, which are 
produced by your thoughts.
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• Ability: ideas; concepts; the capacity to produce, create, and develop
• Abuse: to use something for another reason than what it was intended for
• Added: naturally attracted to you; it will come find you; given when it is needed; it comes with no 

stress
• Adonai: owner and lord
• Area of Gifting: your designated area of domain; the key to your leadership
• Authentic: real and humble
• Authenticity: the quality of being real
• Authority: the legal right to move or activate power
• Be Fruitful: be productive and produce; create and innovate
• Benefit: anything that contributes to the fulfillment of your ultimate desire 
• Budgeting: to delay personal gratification and think ahead
• Character: the true nature of who you are; a commitment to set of values without compromise; a 

dedication to set of standards without wavering or compromising; self-imposed discipline; a constant 
effort to integrate your words with your deeds

• Commonwealth: the economic system of the Kingdom of God; wealth for all citizens
• Confidence: to confide in yourself
• Conversion: to turn and change your thinking
• Created: formed out of nothing; brought something new to existence
• Crisis (Chinese): danger; opportunity
• Crisis: an event over which you have no control over; an emotionally significant event or radial 

change of status in a person’s life; an unstable or crucial time or state of affairs with which a decisive 
change is impending

• Darkness: Ignorance
• Death: disconnection from your Source; life leaving time
• Deployment: when you have transitioned from working full-time at a job to working to fulfill your 

life assignment (life work)
• Despise: ignore
• Discipline (Dr. Myles Munroe): “self-imposed standards and restrictions that are motivated by a 

desire greater than all the other alternatives”
• Discipline: to police yourself in order to pursue your highest priority above all of the other 

alternatives
• Dominion (English): to rule, govern, master, manage, and steward
• Dominion (Greek - Basileia): kingdom, sovereignty, royal power
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• Dominion (Hebrew - Radah): kingdom, sovereignty, to rule and reign, denotes a king and his 
territory

• Economy: the system of transactions conducted among the citizens of a country
• Eden: an environment; spot, moment, presence, open door, and delightful place; “a spot for the 

moment, where the presence of God is an open door to Heaven” (Dr. Myles Munroe)
• Faith: living by what we don’t see with our physical eyes, but with our vision
• Father: Source and Sustainer
• Formed: give a particular shape to; mold
• Glory: the full manifestation of a thing; the essence of the true thing
• Goals: incremental measures of ultimate progress; the steps you take to implement the bigger picture 

each day; the steps to take you through the strategy
• Goals: the creation of the path to take you to your desired destination; an established point of 

achievement that leads to a greater achievement; a point of measure of progress towards an ultimate 
purpose; a prerequisite for an achievement in an ultimate plan

• Greed: mismanagement of resources for personal benefit
• Haughty: looking down upon everyone
• Heart (Hebrew): mind
• History: recorded change
• Humble: earthy; down to earth; derived from the word ‘humus’
• Hypocrite: two faces
• Identity: who you are
• Image: character and nature
• Inauthentic: trying to be something that you were not intended to be
• Influence: inspiring others to use their gifts and accomplish the corporate vision; the capacity to cause 

others to listen to you
• Innovation: the ability to combine old things in a new way
• Integrity: integrated with yourself; you are one with yourself; who you are, what you say, and what 

you do are consistent
• Irresponsibility: a lack of sense of accountability; inability to respond to your own conscience
• Irresponsible: flighty, thoughtless, undependable, loose, immoral, unpredictable, unreliable, and 

untrustworthy
• Job: a place or individual that provides ways to learn and to cultivate your gift into a skill in 

preparation for your life work; a temporary experience and training that prepares you for your 
ultimate dream

• Kingdom (Dr. Myles Munroe): “A sovereign rulership and governing influence of a king over his 
territory (domain), impacting it with his will, his intent, and his purpose, producing a citizenry 
reflecting the culture and the nature of our King.” 

• Kingdom: a territory governed by a king; a country, a notion, and people who identify with the king’s 
sovereign rulership; a country, state, or territory ruled by a king
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• Law: the inherent principles that regulate the nature of life and relationships in God’s creation
• Leadership Spirit: what you were born with; the leader hidden inside you
• Light (Hebrew): knowledge
• Lord: owner
• Man: humans; mankind; the spirit man
• Management (Dr. Myles Munroe): “The effective, efficient, correct, and timely use of another 

person’s property and resources for the purpose they delegated with the view of producing the 
expected added value.”

• Mental Transformation: renewing your thinking by changing your mentality
• Messiah: exalted King
• Multiply: reproduce
• Natural Laws: laws that are inherent in nature (i.e. the rain cycle)
• Obedience: doing the right thing that God asked you to do
• Occupy: engage in business; conduct business; fulfill your purpose and solve problems
• Passion: an internal desire that is stronger than opposition or death (Dr. Myles Munroe)
• Perseverance: what you do while you are under pressure
• Persistence: the desire to withstand every opposition (Dr. Myles Munroe) 
• Personal Ambition: goals and life plan that only benefit you
• Personal Authority: your legal area of domain established by God for which He has designed, 

purposed, and equipped you to perform
• Plan: a predetermined strategy for intentional progress towards a purpose or destiny; the strategy
• Planning: when you put your vision on paper and the goals and objectives to accomplish it
• Potential: ability that has not yet been developed; inherent capacity for coming into being; all that 

you can be but have not become yet (Dr. Myles Munroe); dormant ability; untapped power; hidden 
strength; reserved energy

• Poverty: a lack of creativity, a product of a lack of planning or not having a vision for your life
• Power: ability to move and change things or cause action
• Pride: pretending to be something that you are not
• Priorities: critical keys to effective time management
• Prosperity: having access to what you need when you need it
• Proud: pretending to be someone that you are not and that you know it all
• Purpose: original intent; reason for existence; desired and result; end from the beginning; original will 

or counsel of manufacturer; motivation for creation; meaning (fulfillment) of creation; measure of 
success; what you were created to contribute to the world: the solution that you were created to bring

• Re-deem: to repossess; to regain ownership of something
• Receive: to have once again, to take again



Glossary Page 247

The School of Influence for Agents of Change™
Appendices

• Repent (Greek): after thought; changing your heart (mind; inner man)
• Repent: change your way of thinking
• Replenish: redistribute it to the marketplace
• Reputation: who people think you are
• Righteousness (Greek - diakios): those who are upright, just, and righteous; straightness; alignment; 

straight-up
• Righteousness: to be in right-standing, or right position, with the King and the Kingdom; to be 

in sync with the Law; to be in proper relationship with authority; a legal, lawful alignment with 
authority; to be obedient to the standards, regulations, and laws of a nation

• S.M.A.R.T.: Specific, Measured, Achievable, Realistic, Time defined
• Salvation: salvage what was lost
• Seed (Hebrew - idiom): ideas
• Seed: your gift
• Seek the Kingdom: learn about and understand the Kingdom’s concept, its philosophy (school of 

thought), laws, how the economy works, the culture, its policies, its protocols, your citizenship, the 
provisions of the King, worship of the King, your representation or ambassadorship of the King; to 
understand how it operates, your benefits in it, and your role in it.

• Seek: to pursue; to understand; to explore; to study; to make a priority of
• Self-confidence: being humble; being in agreement with who you are
• Self-discovery: discovering who you are
• Servant Leadership: giving of yourself; serving your gift to humanity
• Shine: expose
• Shrewd: having or showing sharp powers of judgment; astute; keen; wise
• Sight: a function of the eyes; an assessment of the senses of your flesh
• Skills: your gift refined and developed
• Spirit (capital S): the Holy Spirit
• spirit (lower case s): attitude; mentality
• Spirit of Leadership: the attitude, or mentality, of a leader
• Spiritual Laws: established by the Creator; inherent in the human spirit: establish a conscience
• Stay in Right Standing: change your thinking and obey the laws and principles that God put into 

place before creation and built into life
• Success: what you have done compared to what you were created to do; the fulfillment and 

completion of the purpose and life assignment for which you were created; becoming a person of 
value

• The Kingdom of God: the influence of God and His Kingdom
• Thoughts: seeds planted in your mind
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• Tithing: paying your taxes in the Kingdom of God
• Toiling: working or trying excessively hard without results
• Trespassing: taking the shortcuts in life
• True Faith: currency of the Kingdom; a lifestyle that is based on a belief system that is rooted in the 

truth and the Creator that established it and shaped by the His principles and laws
• True Riches: resources – monetary, people, time, etc.
• True Wealth: having access to what you need when you need it
• Vision: how you will accomplish your purpose; a conceptual reality; future view of your purpose; 

your purpose in pictures; the capacity to see beyond your sight; the ability to see the invisible; it 
benefits humanity; a function of the heart

• Windows: idiom for open access
• Wisdom: the laws and principles applied in your life
• Work (Greek - ginomai): to become yourself; to manifest who you are; to release yourself
• Work: to cultivate; to give order; to manage; life assignment


