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Course 2: Power of Potential & 
Pinpointing Your Purpose
There is more in you than you realize! Regardless of your education level, nationality, geographic location, 
career, age, or gender, you have a specific purpose to fulfill. No one is born a mistake; everyone was destined 
to solve a problem their generation faces. The objective of this course is to uncover the power of your 
personal, hidden potential and give you the tools to discover and unleash your purpose.

Unit One of this course will address the concept and principles of unleashing your unique potential, 
answering the question, “What can I do?” Everyone has a God-given ability that is unique and necessary for 
the present. It is imperative that we take responsibility to activate, release and maximize our potential for the 
sake of our generation and the ones to come.

Unit Two will help you discover your purpose, addressing one of the most fundamental and foundational 
questions everyone must answer at some point, “Why am I here?” You’ll need to dig deep as you answer the 
questions in the second unit because they will lead you through the process of self-discovery.

Ralph Waldo Emerson summarizes this so well: “What lies behind you is history and what lies before you is 
future, but those are both tiny matters compared to what lies within you.” You must discover what that is.

Unit 1—Power of Potential

Unit 2—Pinpointing Your Purpose!

For full and expanded understanding of the topics covered in this course, we suggest you read the 
book listed in the Recommended Reading Section of each unit.



The School of Influence for Agents of Change™
Course 2: Power of Potential & Pinpointing Your Purpose

Page 106 Unit 1 – Power of Potential



Unit 1 – Power of Potential Page 107

The School of Influence for Agents of Change™
Course 2: Power of Potential & Pinpointing Your Purpose

Unit 1
Power of Potential

“A man may have a hundred children and live many years; yet no matter how long he lives, if he 
cannot enjoy his prosperity and does not receive proper burial, I say that a stillborn child is better 
off than he. It comes without meaning, it departs in darkness, and in darkness its name is shrouded. 
Though it never saw the sun or knew anything, it has more rest than does that man— even if he 
lives a thousand years twice over but fails to enjoy his prosperity. Do not all go to the same place?” 

-- Ecclesiastes 6:3-6

This scripture implies that it would be better for an individual never to have been born than to live for many 
years and never fulfill the purpose for which he was destined by God. 

Everyone has a God-given ability that is unique and necessary for the time in which they live. When you 
discover the potential that is trapped within you, you are obligated to release it to the world. It is imperative 
that you take responsibility to activate, release, and maximize your potential—for the sake of your generation 
and the ones to come. Dr. Myles Munroe said, “Potential is like soil, it must be tilled and fed to produce 
fruit.”

Learning Objectives
• Students will discover their personal, hidden potential.

• Students will understand the power of their hidden potential.

• Students will understand the concepts and principles of unleashing their unique potential.

Recommended Reading
 Unleash Your Purpose by Dr. Myles Munroe
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Before We Begin. . . 
Take a few moments to read and answer the following questions. Take time to reflect on your answers to these 
questions. When you are ready, continue reading.

1. Do you believe that you were born for a reason? Why or why not?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. Do you believe that you are special and have something important to offer the world? Why or why 
not?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. Your ability is your responsibility. Describe a time you found yourself blaming someone (or your 
circumstances) for you not achieving your full potential.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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The Power of Potential
There is a hidden potential in every person, but many go through life without exposing or tapping into it, 
never realizing what they are truly capable of doing. It is time to unleash and maximize the potential that is 
already trapped inside you.

The first thing we need to make clear is that you are not a mistake. God does not make mistakes. Many 
people may think that they were a biological accident, but the truth is, we were created and sent here with a 
purpose, to make a difference. We are not here just to go to school, pay bills, and die, yet that is how most 
people live. This is why so many people go through life depressed, bored, or unfulfilled, thinking, “There has 
got to be more to life than this.”

Fortunately, there is.

You were created to live a fulfilling and meaningful life with purpose. You may have been told that you were a 
mistake, but that is a lie. You were not a mistake. You were designed with a destiny.

With that settled, let’s look at what potential is. Potential is “ability that has not yet been developed”1 and “the 
inherent capacity for coming into being2.” As Dr. Myles Munroe said, “Potential is all that you can be but you 
have not become yet.” It is unrealized, unexposed ability.

For example, in science they refer to two types of energy that describe motion and ability: 

• Potential Energy—the motion or ability that has not been used yet, but is stored up, hidden, and 
waiting to be used. 

• Kinetic Energy—the motion or ability that is being used or has been used. 

Potential energy changes into kinetic energy once it is used, and a new level of potential energy waits dormant 
until it is released. Everything and everyone is created with a purpose and the potential to accomplish it. God 
created you with a unique purpose and the potential to fulfill that purpose.

1 Definition of “potential”—English Dictionary. (n.d.). Retrieved July 29, 2017, from http://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictio-
nary/english/potential

2 Potential—Dictionary Definition. (n.d.). Retrieved July 29, 2017, from https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/potential

“When you catch a glimpse of your potential, 
that’s when passion is born.”

- Zig Ziglar
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The Five Most Important Questions
We are going to revisit the five most important questions everyone must answer in their lifetime:

1. Who are you? This does not mean, “What name brand clothes or shoes are you wearing?”, “What 
kind of car you drive?”, “Where you live?”, or “What kind of things you have?” Your identity is not 
defined from these things. Identity is who you truly are, and it comes from the One who created you.

2. Where did you come from? This question is not referring to where you were born, what nationality 
you are, where your ancestors come from, or where you live now. This question is referring to your 
source. Our identity is found in our Source. Therefore, we must know who our Source is in order to 
know who we are.

3. Why are you here? This question refers to your purpose. Everyone was created with a unique purpose 
to fulfill. But, in order to fulfill it, you must know what it is. 

4. What can you do? This question refers to your potential. What can you do to contribute to your 
generation? What can you do to contribute to your family and to your community?

5. Where are you going? This question refers to vision. In order to discover where you are going, you 
must know who you are and why you are here.

We introduced these questions in Unit 3 of Course 1. It is up to you to use these questions to discover your 
identity, purpose, potential, and vision. Only then will you discover your contribution to your generation.

The Potential Principle
Now that we have defined potential, let’s take some time to look at the potential principle. Genesis 1 shows 
us that the life of everything is in itself. This means that you were sent to earth with everything already inside 
of you—your potential. We described it earlier as, “dormant ability, untapped power, hidden strength, or 
reserved energy.” And just like we stated above, it is there for you to fulfill your life purpose.

We can see this principle demonstrated in the life of a seed. If we were to look at a seed and only consider its 
present state instead of the life that it carries, we might see it as nothing more than a seed. However, the seed 
carries inside it everything it needs to be a forest; it just needs to be planted. Once a seed is planted, it grows 
into a tree, and that tree produces fruit that carries more seeds. In turn, those seeds can be planted, and they 
will also grow into trees, which will produce more fruit containing more seeds. This process continues until an 
entire forest manifests. 

The potential and life of the seed is inside itself. The seed just needs to be planted in the right environment, 
watered, and exposed to the sun to release its potential and become the forest. If the seed is left on a table, it 
will never maximize and release the potential and life inside it. It will always remain in its current state—a 
seed.
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Just like the seed, your life is in potential form inside of you, and it will sustain you if you manifest it. But, 
you have to take the initiative to maximize and release it. You need to likewise cultivate your potential, 
ultimately manifesting it.

Each of us was created to use our potential to accomplish our God-given purpose. Therefore, you are supposed 
to sustain yourself by doing what you love to do. You may have heard this saying by Ritu Ghatourey, “If you 
do what you love, you will never work another day in your life.” This principle can be true for you, but it is up 
to you to uncap the capacity of the dormant potential that is hidden inside of you.

The Hidden Gift
Inside of you is potential and a hidden gift that is waiting to be released. In order to release them, you need 
to invest your time and energy into discovering and cultivating them. Look for the resources or people that 
are immediately available to you: find a class you can enroll in, books you can read, YouTube videos you can 
watch, or a mentor in the area you want to go into and learn from them. Find ways to practice your gift and 
use your potential so that you can cultivate them into a skill. Your gift and potential may come naturally to 
you, but you still need to take the time to cultivate it and become excellent in it.

Many times, when people discover their potential and gifting, they become anxious to leave their job and 
start operating in their life work. However, you must be wise when it comes to transitioning from your job 
into your life work. Glean knowledge and experience from the season you are in at your job. Be responsible, 
manage properly, and add value in your current place of employment.

The key to properly transitioning is found in Ecclesiastes 11:6: “Sow your seed in the morning, and at evening 
let your hands not be idle, for you do not know which will succeed, whether this or that, or whether both will 
do equally well.” In other words, be excellent on the job during the day, and after work do not remain idle, but 
continue working and developing your gift. Take on small side jobs, or give away samples of your products. As 
your side work generates an income and becomes profitable, you can properly transition out of your day job. You 
will be successful because you did it properly, with wisdom, and on good terms with your employer. Deployment 
is key to your destiny, but only when the time is right, as you have started refining your gift, and people respond 
with demand for it. Take the time when you are at your job to cultivate your potential and your gift or it will 
remain dormant and hidden.

The Responsibility of Potential
It has been said that the average person only uses ten percent of their full potential. If this statement is true, 
it is very surprising! Imagine having an entire farm full of the crop that was in the highest demand, but you 
only picked and sold ten percent of it. You would only reap ten percent of what you were intended to receive 
from that crop. You would only benefit from ten percent of the earnings, which would not pay for all of the 
expenses of the farm, causing a loss of profit. Right now, many people are living like that. They are only using 
ten percent of the potential stored inside of them, never reaching what their Creator intended for them. They 
are losing out on the benefits that come with the proper management and use of their potential.
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A great example of this can be found in a parable that Jesus shared in Matthew 25:14-30. In this parable, Jesus 
talked about a man who went on a journey and gave three of his servants bags of gold before he left: “To one 
he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability” (verse 
15). After the master left, the servants were left to cultivate, manage, and maximize the gold they were given. 
The first servant, who received five bags of gold, went and put it to work and was able to gain five more. The 
second servant, who had two bags of gold, did the same, gaining two more. But the one who was given one 
bag of gold went and buried it. When the master returned, the servants had to show what they had done with 
what they were given. The master was very pleased with the first two servants because they cultivated and 
maximized what they were given, but when the last servant brought what he was given back to the master, 
the master was furious. That servant had done nothing with the bag of gold he had been given. He did not 
cultivate or maximize it; he just took it and hid it in the ground.

In the same way, each of us were given potential and we are expected to cultivate it, maximize it, and release it. 
If we don’t, we will be allowing the potential God gave us to remain buried and in the state in which He gave 
it to us. This is irresponsible. It will prevent us from fulfilling the purpose God gave us. Be responsible with 
the potential that you were given. Cultivate it, maximize it, and release it. You, your family, community, and 
nation will benefit from it.

In this parable, verse 15 states that each servant was given bags of gold “according to his ability.” Dr. Munroe 
reminds us, “the potential of a product is determined by its purpose.”3 Therefore, your potential is determined 
by the purpose you were created to fulfill. God knew your purpose and the ability you would need to 
fulfill that purpose before He created you. We cannot compare our ability to one another because we were 
each created to fulfill a different and unique purpose. This makes our ability unique as well. We have no 
competition. If we are busy comparing ourselves to each other, we will never accomplish what we are here to 
do.

The Hindrances of Potential
There are many factors that prevent us from maximizing and releasing our potential. Let’s take a look at a few 
of them.

Environment
Earlier in this unit we read about the potential principle and the seed. In order for the seed to manifest the 
forest inside it, it has to maximize and release all of its potential. But, in order to do that, it needs the right 
environment. The seed needs to be in the right soil, with the right amount of water, and the right amount of 
sunlight. With the right environment the seed can flourish and release all of its potential, becoming a forest of 
trees. Just like the seed, we need the right environment to release our potential.

Having the right environment may seem difficult when we are surrounded by things that may distract us or—
if we allow it—influence our environment in the wrong direction. But as agents of change, we are in charge of 
our environment, and we are created to influence our environment instead of our environment influencing us.

3 Munroe, M. (2011). Releasing Your Potential. Shippensburg: Destiny Image, Inc.
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For example, let’s look at the process of making a pearl. Pearls are created in the mouth of an oyster. But, the 
way they are created may not seem ideal to everyone. In order for a pearl to be formed, a parasite or irritant 
has to enter the oyster’s shell, causing it so much irritation that it produces a fluid called nacre to coat the 
irritant, layer after layer, until a pearl is formed. Now, does this seem like a perfect environment? The oyster 
goes through a long period of irritation, and then a pearl is formed. At times, our environment may seem 
uncomfortable, and all we want to do is leave, but if we stay and influence the environment, just like the 
oyster did with the nacre, we can create something as beautiful as a pearl.

Others’ Opinions
Many people allow what others say about them to determine how far they go in life. For example, when 
we are children, we are often asked, “What do you want to be when you grow up?” Naturally, we respond 
honestly and without hesitation with our BIG DREAM. As we grow, our confidence in that dream fades 
because those who are around us tell us that it may not be possible, it does not make enough money, or that 
we are not smart enough. Sometimes these people are the ones closest to us, like our family and friends. 
But, if we allow others’ words to dictate what we do, we will never accomplish what we are intended to do. 
Therefore, we must constantly remind ourselves of who we are, why we are here, what we can do, and where 
we are going. This is why the self-discovery process is so vital to true transformation.

It is important that you surround yourself with the right people. Examine who you are spending your time 
with. Ask yourself if you want to be like that person(s). Find people you want to be like and spend time with 
them. Mentorship is a huge part of a leader’s success. Every agent of change is a product of true mentorship. 
Therefore, find someone you can look up to in the area you want to go into, who has character, ethics, and the 
right mentality, and spend time with them, reading their books, or watching their videos. If you want to be 
truly successful, surround yourself with those who have already been where you want to go.

Procrastination
Procrastination is one of the biggest hindrances to potential. The philosophy of procrastination is, “If I can 
do it tomorrow, why do it today?” Many times, this mentality comes from fear and discouragement. If we are 
afraid of failure, we will put off the idea we just had. If we are afraid of what others might say about our ideas, 
we won’t even voice them. If we have been led to believe that we cannot accomplish something, even if we 
have had success in it before, we will allow that discouragement to justify our procrastination. This thought 
process kills potential.

“The problems of our world go unanswered 
because potential remains buried.”

- Dr. Myles Munroe
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God created us to have ideas and to create. He created us in His image, and the very first name He gave 
Himself was Creator. We were created to create. We were created with the ability inside of us to create. Just 
like the seed was created with the potential inside of it to become a forest, you were created with the potential 
to create and to solve problems. The life of everything is in itself. You have the potential hidden inside of you, 
you just need to maximize it and release it!

Past Success
Each of us were created with a specific purpose to accomplish and the potential and responsibility to fulfill it. 
That purpose is a solution to a problem the world is facing. We are responsible to release our full potential and 
accomplish it. Therefore, true success is when we are accomplishing what we were born to do. It is when we have 
used all of our potential to accomplish the purpose we have been given.

Many times, we allow the small successes along the way to hinder us from accomplishing true success. This 
in turn results in our generation and future generations missing out on the solution we were created to bring 
them.

For example, there may be a man or woman who was recently promoted to the top position in their 
department. This small success could create a comfortable place where they could choose to settle instead of 
striving to do more. When we experience glimpses of our true success in the small successes along the way, we 
are tempted to think they are the places to stop and remain. However, stopping off at a small success along 
our way prevents us from achieving our true success. If you were created to eventually be the CEO of the 
company you are currently working for, but you stop at your promotion to head of the department, you will 
not accomplish what you were created to do. This will hinder you from achieving fulfillment and true success.

Maximize All You Have
Having potential does not mean that it will automatically be released and maximized on its own. You have to 
release it. It is up to you how your potential is used (and if it is used at all). One of the greatest tragedies in 
life is when potential dies without being used. You were created with so much inside of you, and it is meant to 
be shared with the world. It would be wrong to keep it to yourself and die with it. Your potential was placed 
inside of you to solve a problem that the world is facing. If you don’t maximize your potential, that problem 
will not be solved.

You maximize your potential not only for the 
benefit of this generation, but also for the next.
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Here are four questions we should always ask ourselves so that we never stop maximizing our potential:4

1. Have I become all that I am capable of? We will never reach our capacity until the day we have 
accomplished our purpose.

2. Have I extended myself to the maximum? Potential can been seen like layers and levels. Every time 
you use one layer, or level, a new one is ready to be released. Asking ourselves if we have been fully 
extended will remind us to maximize our potential.

3. Have I done the best that I can do? Throughout life we will grow, mature, and change. Through 
each season of growth, we will see more of our potential and what we can do. Therefore, we must 
maximize it and always strive to do our best.

4. Have I used my gifts, talents, and abilities to their limit? We each were created with gifts and 
abilities. Just as Jesus shared in the parable, we are to maximize them. The servant with the five bags 
of gold did, and he was able to gain five more. If we choose not to maximize our gifts and abilities, we 
will be mismanaging our potential, and we will end up like the servant who did nothing with the one 
bag of gold that he was given.

Greatness is built into your DNA: you were sent to earth with greatness and potential trapped inside you. You 
came from God Almighty Himself, and He is great. You do not have a spirit; you are a spirit, and your spirit 
is from Him. Therefore, you are a little Him sent to earth. Jesus gave us the formula to manifest the greatness 
inside us: serve your gift and you will become great.5 But we have to make the decision on whether or not we 
will do that. Are you going to let your potential remain hidden and trapped inside of you, or are you going to 
serve your gift and release your potential to the world?

Rest In Peace
Where is the wealthiest place on earth? Is it the gold mines or the diamond mines in Africa? Is it the oil 
reserves throughout the Middle East or the Caribbean? Or, is it the World Bank or the Stock Market? It is 
none of these. The wealthiest place on earth is the cemetery6. The cemetery is where you will find all of the 
books that were never written, the songs that were never sung, the inventions that were never invented, the 
art that was never created, the plans that were never executed, all of the purposes that were never fulfilled, and 
the visions that died as dreams. Buried inside the cemetery is all of the potential that was never tapped into, 
revealed, uncapped, used, maximized, or released.

4 Munroe, M. (17257). Maximizing Your Potential: The Keys To Dying Empty. Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image Inc.
5 Mark 10:42-45
6 Munroe, M. (17257). Uncover Your Potential. Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image Inc.

“Every human life contains potential, if that 
potential is not fulfilled, then that life was wasted.”

- Carl Jung
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When individuals pass away and they are placed in the ground, the tombstone reads the day they were born, 
the day they died, and “Rest In Peace.” How can someone rest in peace if they have not fulfilled the very 
reason as to why they lived? We are all born and will one day die. This means that we will all have a tombstone 
that tells our date of birth and our date of death, separated by a dash. This dash represents your entire life. It 
will not matter how many years are represented by that dash. What will matter is what you did with that dash. 
When your tombstone reads, “Rest In Peace,” will you really be resting in peace?

Life should not be lived only to go to a job so that you can pay bills, to seek riches and die holding onto them, 
or to seek fame and fortune. Life should be lived to serve our gift, releasing all of the potential inside of us, 
accomplishing the purpose we were given, solving the problem we were born to solve, and dying empty, giving 
the grave nothing more than the empty shell of our physical bodies. There are many who had the chance to 
release their potential and fulfill their purpose, but died without doing so. They never saw the potential that 
was inside of them, never maximizing or releasing it. They carried it with them throughout their life, all the 
way to the grave. It is your job to disappoint the grave and extract every ounce of potential that is hidden 
within you out. 

Die Empty!

The 10 Keys to Releasing Your Potential
Let’s take a moment to review the 10 keys to releasing your potential:7

1. You must know your Source. God is your Source. We all must know who our Source is because He 
is the foundation of our life. Your identity, purpose, potential, and vision all come from Him.

2. You must understand how you were designed to function. God is our Creator, and He designed us 
to operate a certain way. We were designed to operate by faith and love. We cannot fully release our 
potential without them.

3. You must know your purpose. God created you to dominate the earth, bear fruit, and reproduce 
yourself through your gifting. But, you must know what you can do and why you are here in order to 
fulfill it.

4. You must understand your resources and use them effectively. God has given you resources of spirit, 
body, soul, time, and material things. Effectively managing resources is to use them for what they were 
intended to do. What resources were you given and why did God give them to you? 

5. You must have the right environment. God created you to abide in Him and operate with 
obedience, which is established and maintained by His presence, guidance, and direction.

6. You must work out your potential. Potential is dormant ability. Work releases potential and 
empowers success.

7. You must cultivate your potential. Potential is like a seed. It is buried ability and hidden power that 
must be cultivated in order to flourish.

7 Munroe, M. (17257). Uncover Your Potential. Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image Inc.
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8. You must guard your potential. Guard your potential from evil, discouragement, procrastination, 
failures, distractions, opinions, traditions, and compromise. Others may be after your potential in 
order to use it for their benefit. Be on guard.

9. You must share your potential. Your deposit was given to enrich and inspire the lives of others. No 
potential exists for itself.

10. You must know and understand the laws of limitation. Freedom and power are two of the most 
important elements in life. Potential is the essence of both. Potential is power, but freedom needs law 
to be enjoyed, and power needs responsibility to be effective. One without the other produces self-
destruction.

Now that we have gone through the unit on potential, take your time to reflect as you answer the questions in 
the review and homework section.

Here are three action steps that you can use to supplement your homework for this course:

1. Dream! Dream BIG—as big as you can—and then dream BIGGER than that, and do not limit 
yourself. Though it may be scary, do not let finances or circumstances dictate your dream. Dream Big!

2. Think about your primary gifts and talents. Ask yourself, “How do my gifts and talents go 
together?”

3. Write down your ideas. Ideas are powerful, and they will live beyond you and the grave. Therefore, 
write down your desires and your gifting, and go over them. There may be times when ideas will come 
to you in the middle of the night or when you are waking up in the morning, and you will not want to 
forget them. Ideas may also come when you are having quiet time, hearing God and your own thoughts, 
and this is the best because there are fewer distractions. Pay attention during those times, and write your 
ideas down. Keep them where you can refer to them, and watch them form into a specific vision and 
concrete goals that will move you along towards the completion of your purpose.

Understanding and discovering your hidden potential will give you the confidence to release the God-given 
gifts and talents trapped within you. You are responsible to discover, guard, protect, maximize, and release 
your potential.

The next unit will focus on purpose. The principles in that unit will guide you to pinpoint your purpose 
by answering the twelve questions of self-discovery. Once you have discovered your purpose, you can move 
forward to the next step, which is documenting your life vision.

After you finish answering the review and homework questions, spend some time journaling on your own. 
You can write about what stuck out to you the most or about changes you hope to see in yourself throughout 
this course.

Your journal is a great place to explore any doubts or apprehensions that you may have as you begin to look 
inside and learn about who you really are. Like stretching after exercise, this decompression is important in order 
to keep growing in a healthy way.
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Unit 1 Review Questions
1. Why did God create you with a special purpose? Why did He give you the corresponding potential to 

fulfill that purpose?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the difference between potential energy and kinetic energy?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. Expand on this statement: “You are not a mistake or biological accident; you were born for a 
reason.”

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. Where is the wealthiest place on earth? Why?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. Why is it important to have a mentor? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

6. How would you describe the potential principle?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

7. What does it mean to truly “Rest In Peace”?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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8. Do you believe that everyone has potential power? Why or why not?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

9. Explain the principle that says, “The life of everything is in itself.”

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

10. What do you consider to be a hindrance to your potential? Why?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Group Discussion Question
Now that you’ve read this unit, discuss the following question in a small group or with a partner

1. How would you explain this statement, “When you discover the potential that is trapped within you, 
you are obligated to release it to the world and your generation?”

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Homework Questions
1. Do you believe you have the ability to fulfill your potential? Explain.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. Identify people in your life that have stifled your potential. Write their names below. You must begin 
to forgive them and overcome the lies they have spoken into your life.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. Take some time to pinpoint, evaluate, and expound on the hindrances of your potential from this list 
(wrong environment, opinions of others, procrastination, and past success), as well as any others that 
you may recognize in your own life.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. How can you improve on taking ownership of your own abilities and talents?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Unit 1 Principles
• God created you for a special purpose and gave you the 

corresponding potential to fulfill it.

• You are not a mistake. God does not make mistakes. 

• You were designed for destiny. 

• Until you discover your purpose, you can never maximize your 
potential. 

• Potential Power, if not tapped into, lies dormant. 

• The life of everything is within itself.

• Your gift makes room for you.

• Greatness is inherently built into your DNA. 

• Serve your gift to others and you will become great.

• Everyone is born to be a leader.

• You were born to make a difference—not a living.

• Whatever you were born to do, become excellent in it. 

• Develop your gift until it becomes a skill.

• The goal in life is to die empty.
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Unit 2
Pinpointing Your Purpose
This unit covers one of the most important questions you can answer in life: “Why am I here?” Nobody is an 
accident. You were sent to Earth by the Creator for a specific reason and to solve a specific problem in your 
generation. Discovering this reason gives you an exciting incentive to wake up each morning, rather than just 
going to a job to pay the bills.

The good news about purpose is that God already built you with the talents and ability necessary to 
accomplish it. God will never demand anything of His creation that He didn’t already build into it. Therefore, 
you already have what you need to be who you are and accomplish the purpose for which you were born!

In this unit you will be given the tools and questions necessary to discover the answer to the foundational 
question, “why am I here?” Once you have discovered the answer, you will be able to take the first step to 
living a fulfilling and satisfying life.

Now let’s get started!

Learning Objectives
• Students will understand and answer one of the most fundamental and foundational questions, “Why 

am I here?”

• Students will be able to initiate the process of self-discovery.

• Students will understand the foundational tools and principles required to living a fulfilling and 
satisfying life.

Recommended Reading
 Unleash Your Purpose by Dr. Myles Munroe
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Before We Begin. . . 
Take a few moments to read and answer the following questions. Take time to reflect on your answers to these 
questions. When you are ready, continue reading.

1. Do you feel it is too late to accomplish your purpose in life? Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. Do you believe that others (e.g., your spouse, your boss, etc.) hold the key to your success and 
fulfillment? Please identify any that come to your mind.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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Pinpointing Your Purpose
In this unit we are going to discuss the combination between your purpose and your area of dominion. Man was 
created to dominate earth and the resources in it (but not to dominate people). You were created to dominate 
resources in your area of gifting. Your area of gifting is your designated area of dominion and the key to your 
leadership. When you discover your natural gifting—what you were born to do—you also discover your passion. 
You love to do it and would do it all day long, even if nobody paid you to do it. This is when you know you have 
discovered your passion and purpose in life.

When you discover your purpose and area of domain, you answer one of the most important questions in 
life—“Why am I here?” This is critical to living effectively, because when you find your purpose, you discover 
the reason you are here, what you were created to contribute to the world, the role that only you were created 
to play, and the solution you were created to bring. Therefore, discovering your purpose is the key to your 
personal leadership.

You may be reading this, thinking, “Why am I doing this? It is probably too late for me anyway.” Many 
people have that thought. But, fortunately, that thought is not true. It is never too late to discover your 
purpose and accomplish it. If you are still breathing, you still have life. If you still have life, you still have time 
to fulfill your purpose. Keep going! Don’t stop now! Discover your purpose, maximize the rest of your time, 
and fulfill your purpose. Let’s get started. 

What Is Purpose?
Let’s look at the eight truths of purpose. Purpose means:1

1. Original intent;

2. Reason for existence;

3. Desired end result;

4. The end from the beginning;

5. The original will or counsel of the manufacturer;

6. The motivation for God’s creation;

7. Meaning and fulfillment to creation; and

8. Your measure of success.

1 Munroe, M. (2011). Unleash Your Purpose. Shippensburg: Destiny Image, Inc.
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You were built to achieve an end result that God had in mind when He created you. You and your purpose were 
made to fit in this time on earth, and in this generation. You were not an experiment or a mistake. You are part 
of God’s original intent. He created you with a reason for your existence in mind. You are an original. You do not 
need to compare yourself to others. If you want to measure yourself, compare yourself to your life assignment—
what you are born to do—and the progress you are making toward it. When you have accomplished what you 
were born to do, you have achieved true success.

Do not let people fool you by telling you what you can or cannot do. Only God, the Manufacturer, knows why 
He created you and the potential He placed inside of you. It is up to you to seek and ask Him why you are here 
in order for you discover it.

Psalm 139:13 states, “You knit me together in my mother’s womb.” According to this scripture, there is no 
such thing as an illegitimate baby, only illegitimate parents. You are coded for certain gifts, and they are written 
in your DNA. You came with the equipment for your assignment—God set it up that way. But, in order to 
accomplish it you have to change your mentality and discover your natural gifting and identity. Only you are 
wired for success in your unique assignment. No one else could ever do what you were created to do. It would 
kill them. It would be like a bird trying to swim like a fish, or a fish trying to fly like a bird. It is not natural.

The Nature of Purpose
Purpose is inherent and natural. The purpose of a product is present before the product even exists. When a 
manufacturer creates something, they create it with the purpose already in mind. They do not create just to 
create, but to solve a problem people are facing. For example, the cellphone was created because at the time, 
you could not communicate with anyone unless you were at home, near a payphone, or had a piece of paper 
and were willing to wait a few weeks to hear back from them. There was a communication problem and 
someone created a solution in the form of the cell phone.

God is our manufacturer. He created each of us, and He had a unique purpose in mind for each of us. As we 
read in Unit One of this Course, your purpose also determined the abilities, unique characteristics, and gifts 
you would need.

Purpose determines the design. The design and features of a product are inherent because purpose was 
determined first. You are designed to fulfill the unique purpose God created you for. Your nature and every 
gift, ability, and talent were given to you so that you can fulfill your purpose. So, in essence, you are equipped 
and built to fulfill your purpose. It is your responsibility to discover your purpose and use your characteristics, 
gifts, abilities, and talents to fulfill your purpose.

“Without a purpose that is bigger than yourself 
you are more likely to serve only yourself.” 

- Lolly Daskal
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God created you the way that He did because of your purpose, and He is motivated by that purpose. He 
is committed to it, and He will fulfill it. He will not necessarily fulfill your plans unless they line up to the 
purpose He gave you for your life. If you want to attract God and the resources that He has for you, then 
discover your purpose. Once you discover your purpose, you will find your domain and your area of gifting, 
and that excites God.

With your purpose comes vision and planning, which requires resources (people, money, equipment, etc.). 
Proverbs 16:1 says, “To humans belong the plans of the heart, but from the Lord comes the proper answer of 
the tongue.” If your plans line up with the purpose that God gave you, He is obligated to supply the resources 
to you. He is not obligated to pay for the bills you create on your own. He is only obligated to pay the bills 
that He created you to create. He will only get involved with the plans you have that relate to His purpose for 
your life, so do not waste time and energy on something that God is not involved in. If you do, you will end 
up frustrated and stressed.

Purpose is not meant only for those to whom it was given. Your purpose, once it is being accomplished, will 
solve a problem for humanity. Therefore, the resources and wealth that are given to you are not intended to 
make you rich; they are given to you to pay for God’s assignment for your life. Many people have no clue how 
to properly handle wealth once it is given to them. They do not understand the reason for it, which is why you 
may hear stories about how money and resources have been wasted, whether it is in a family, a community, or 
a nation.

You are only as wealthy as your life assignment. This is why it is important that you discover the purpose for 
your life, document your vision, make a plan, and then commit that plan to God. If you do not know the 
purpose and vision for your life, you will not know what the resources He gives you are for. Everything God 
gives you is intended to sustain the assignment of your life. He is dedicated to His purpose, not your schemes, 
and He provides for His purpose.

When we do not know our purpose or the purpose for the resources that we are given, abuse is inevitable. 
When you break down the word abuse, you have two words—the prefix ab- and the word use. The prefix 
ab- means “opposite.” Therefore, the word abuse means to use something in a way that is opposite to what is 
intended. To abuse something is to use it for any other reason but what it was intended to do. God created 
everything and everyone with a purpose, including you. If that purpose is not known, abuse is inevitable.

For example, let’s say your assignment in life is to be hospitable and help people with housing. You might 
require a big house with twelve rooms to fulfill that purpose. But, if you do not know the purpose for having 
that house, you will spend your life dusting and maintaining it. You may even misuse it, causing the bank to 
repossess it. On the other hand, if you know and understand the purpose for having the big house, He will 
make sure that you have a big house and a big dining table to host everyone—as long as you use it for His 
intended purpose.

Another example is the cocaine plant. There is a purpose for cocaine. Cocaine is a plant with the purpose to 
help with pain management, but if you do not know God’s intended purpose for it and you abuse it, it will 
kill you.
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The Seven Principles of Purpose 
Let’s look at the seven principles of purpose:2

1. God is a God of purpose. Everything God does He does with a purpose in mind. He is never 
haphazard with His actions. When He created the earth, He had a purpose in mind. When He 
created humans, He had a purpose in mind. When He created YOU, He had a purpose in mind.

2. Everything has a purpose. Nothing was created by accident. Everything and everyone has a purpose 
or reason for existence. 

3. Not every purpose is known, but ignorance of purpose does not cancel it. Just because you may not 
know your purpose yet does not mean you do not have one. You have to discover it. You may not 
know who you are or why you are here, but that does not mean that you can say, “I am a nobody. I 
do not matter. I am not important.” You may not know who you are, but you are very important, and 
it is up to you to discover why. You may not know who others are or the potential that they possess 
either, but that does not make them any less important than you. They may not have tapped into 
their potential yet, and you may be the one to help them do that. 

4. Where purpose is not known, abuse is inevitable. Many items—and unfortunately, many people—are 
abused and misused because their purpose is not known. This is why it is important to discover your 
purpose.

5. If you want to know the purpose of a thing, you don’t ask the thing. The purpose of a thing is 
found in the mind of the one who created it. We cannot ask the thing why it exists; we must ask the 
Creator.

6. Purpose is only found in the mind of the manufacturer—your Creator God. In order to discover why 
you are here, you must ask God why He created you. Spend time with God because then you will 
know who you are. 

7. Purpose is the key to personal fulfillment. It is attractive when you are walking in your purpose; 
people notice it. When you know that you were born for a purpose and discover what it is, you 
remain optimistic and confident through the hard times. This confidence is attractive because 
everyone wants to feel this way.

Purpose is more important than awards, money, and titles, and this is where vision comes in. Vision is God’s 
deposit of purpose in the spirit of man. It is when He gives you a glimpse of your purpose. This usually happens 
when you are a child. Unfortunately, many of us are talked out of our vision and purpose as we grow up.

For example, you may have wanted to be a musician when you were a child, but someone discouraged you by 
saying there is no money in being a musician. They may have said things like, “No, drums are too loud. I do 
not want drums in the house. And, you will not make money that way. Find something that will make you 
money.” Fortunately, there are a number of things that you can do to pursue your purpose, even when no one 
else will support you.

2 Munroe, M. (2011). Unleash Your Purpose. Shippensburg: Destiny Image, Inc.
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The Pursuit of Purpose
The key to becoming successful is not to pursue success. Albert Einstein once said, “Try not to become a man 
of success, but rather try to become a man of value.” How do you do that? It is a very simple formula: serve 
your gift, and your gift brings you value. When you make yourself valuable, you naturally become attractive 
as a leader. Your gift will come naturally to you. It will be something so natural that you can even “do it in 
your sleep”, and it gives you value. Your responsibility is to discover your gift. After you discover your gift, you 
must refine it, develop it, and perfect it. Once you do that, there will be a demand for you—people will pay 
you to be yourself.   

We are to pursue accomplishing our purpose, and this will bring us success. God gave us each a unique 
purpose, and He is committed to seeing it accomplished. Proverbs 19:21 says, “Many are the plans in a 
person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.” What this scripture tells us is that God’s purpose is 
more important than our plans. Therefore, you need to find your purpose first so that your plans will align 
with the purpose that God gave you. Planning is a very important part of your success, but purpose must 
come first.

Your purpose is the foundational truth element of your life. Once you discover it, you can plan your life 
accordingly. You may have gone through most of your life without a plan because you did not know your 
purpose. If you do not know your purpose, you cannot plan effectively, and you will live haphazardly and 
experiment with life. This is why there are so many people who are depressed, stressed, and fighting life 
instead of living it.

God will ignore your plans if they do not involve His purpose. His purpose is all He is interested in. No 
matter how great your plans are, if they do not line up with God’s purpose, they may succeed, but you will 
not have much fulfillment in them and you will remain dissatisfied. There are some very successful people 
who have become depressed because they have not discovered their purpose. They have everything society 
told them they should pursue, but they are not fulfilled because they have not found their purpose. When you 
discover your purpose, you will discover your passion. Passion is found in purpose. Once you have discovered 
your purpose and passion and make your plans, God gets excited and involved. Now you are working in 
partnership with Him.

Job 36:5 says, “God is mighty, but despises no one; he is mighty and firm in his purpose.” The word despise 
basically means “ignore.” He does not ignore anyone; He has an interest in every person’s life. God created you 
for a specific purpose, and will not ignore it. His might is always attached to the purpose and assignment for your 
life. Once you line up with God’s purpose for your life, He will personally engage His power, ability, and might 
to get it done. He always relates His ability to your responsibility. Therefore, it is good to line up with God’s 
purpose, rather than creating your own.

You are only successful if you accomplish God’s 
purpose for your life.
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What Is Your Daydream? 
Daydreaming is a manifestation of who you really are. It is like wishing you were somewhere other than where 
you are. If you fi nd yourself daydreaming all the time, it is usually an indication of where you are supposed to 
be—and that you aren’t there.

Maybe you fi nd yourself always wishing you could be a shoe designer or a fi sherman. Th ere is no job that 
is not signifi cant to God. Your assignment is needed somewhere, and do not think that it has to be in the 
church. Th ere are many people who think, “If I am going to do something for God, it has to be in the 
church.” God needs people in every area. He needs people in the marketplace, the music industry, the 
government, the education system, etc. You were created to make a diff erence and solve a problem. Which 
area did God create you to infl uence and to initiate change?

We must not think any task or assignment is minimal—every assignment is important. If everyone fulfi lled 
their assignment and their role, we would get more done for the Kingdom of God here on the earth.

Most people are living for nothing more than to go to their job so they can survive. Th ey may think this is 
life, but they are barely surviving, missing out on what God intended for them. God does not want us to just 
survive; He wants us to prosper.3 Your prosperity is in your life work, which is your purpose, not your job. 
When you are in your life work, it gives you energy. It does not drain you; it sustains you. You don’t watch the 
clock, waiting for fi ve o’clock, so you can get out. When you work for purpose, you do not work for a salary. 
You work to fulfi ll your purpose.

3 Jeremiah 29:11
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12 Questions of Self-Discovery
Let’s review the 12 questions of self-discovery4. They will help you discover your purpose:

1. What is your deepest desire? This does not refer to a general passing of interest or a hobby, but a 
deep desire—something that you have always wanted to do. 

2. What are you truly passionate about? What is your passion? This is not referring to a hobby that 
you just do once in awhile, but to what you truly love to do—something that gives you energy and 
you could never get tired of doing it. 

3. What makes you angry? What injustice do you see that you feel an urgency to fix? This is really 
an indicator of your purpose. It is not what you just hate, but what you are truly angry about, and 
perhaps that anger won’t pass until it is solved. 

4. What ideas and thoughts are persistent in your heart and mind? What reoccurring dreams do 
you have for your life? What ideas never leave you? Are you always thinking about fixing a certain 
situation? Steve Jobs is a great example of this. He had a persistent idea in his mind; he thought about 
it so much he couldn’t think about anything else. People thought his idea of an iPhone was crazy, but 
he knew it was possible. He even had to terminate engineers because they could not keep up with 
the idea in his mind. He developed the technology that allows a Mac computer and an iPhone to be 
interconnected. His gift, however, is not more important than the lady that squeezes fresh orange 
juice everyday and loves it, or the lady that bakes those amazing cookies that are in demand at your 
local store. Never think that one person’s gift or idea is more important than another.

5. What do you constantly imagine yourself doing? What dream do you have? What are you always 
thinking about accomplishing? What gifts or skills would you use and develop in order to become or 
do this?

6. What is it you want to do for humanity? There are some people who want to help children, so 
they may foster kids. There are others who love caring for the elderly. There are also people who are 
helping people through the sex trade and getting them out of sex slavery. There are so many different 
areas to make an impact. Which area are you passionate about impacting?

7. What brings you the greatest fulfillment in life? What endeavors or achievements have given you 
the greatest satisfaction? Maybe there was a time that you volunteered at a function and you really 
felt fulfilled. God can use any passion because that passion will be your platform to influence for His 
Kingdom.

8. What could you do forever even if you received no monetary compensation for it? What do you 
love doing so much that you would do it without caring about getting paid for it? When you realize 
what it is that you would do for free, you have discovered your passion. The beautiful thing is, there 
will be a demand for it. When you find it, people will pay you to do it. Incidentally, when you first 

4 Myles Munroe Mentorship Program (2010)
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find it, always offer your gift for free, like a sample. The computer world uses this principle (i.e., the 
30-day software trial). After 30 days, if we like what we tried enough, we are willing to pay for it 
beyond the 30 days.

9. What would you rather be doing? When you are at your job, what do you think about doing 
instead? What do you wish or dream about doing while you are doing other things?

10. What would you do if you knew you could never fail? Sometimes we limit ourselves and do not 
take risks. Taking calculated risks is a very good thing to do (but always seek godly advice). Most 
people never attempt anything because they are afraid of failure. Fear of failure keeps people from 
trying anything, and they end up living with regrets. It is better to have tried and failed, than to have 
lived your whole life regretting the fact that you didn’t even try. 

11. What is the most important thing you can do with your life? When it is all said and done, what do 
you want to be known for? Here is a secret: whatever it is that you are born to do, you will become 
great if you serve it to the world. Greatness is something that everyone is looking for. The disciples 
were always arguing about who was the greatest among them (Luke 9:46). Jesus never rebuked them 
because greatness is in our DNA. You were born to be great, and serving your gift will make you 
great.

12. What endeavor or activity would best connect you to your Creator? What draws you closest to 
God? What activity connects you to your Creator?

Space has been provided in the homework question section to answer the above questions.

Why Toil . . . .?
Let’s take a look at the word toil.

Genesis 1 and 2 show us the original intent of God. From Genesis 3 all the way to the book of Revelation is 
His restoration plan to get you back to Genesis 1 and 2. This is where we are supposed to be living now and 
where God told Adam to work, cultivate the ground, manage the garden, and have dominion over the earth.

In Genesis 3:17, after Adam rebelled and the curse entered the earth, we see the word toil for the first time. 
God said to Adam, “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all 
the days of your life.” Toiling is a curse—it means that you are working hard, sweating, and getting nowhere. 
Many people today are spending their life toiling instead of living the life that God intended for them. This is 
why you must discover your purpose and work on fulfilling it. Once you do, you will enjoy your work because 
you will know it is your life work.

When we do not know why we are here or we try to imitate others, we find ourselves toiling. This causes 
stress, frustration, sickness, and grief. We were not created to live in a state of frustration and stress. That can 
kill you.
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You were created to fulfill your purpose, not anyone else’s. The purpose, passion, and potential that are inside 
of you, were placed there by God. It is like you are a big, fat balloon full of purpose and potential saying, “I 
have so much inside. I have got to get this out.” If you do not get it all out, then you will not die empty. You 
will be robbing a generation of the solution to a problem, and you will have to give an account for that. You 
must cultivate the gifts that have been given to you, maximize your potential, and fulfill your purpose.

Purpose Needs Character
Character will protect your purpose, and it will be tested in three areas: power, sex, and money. Let’s read 
about an example of this through examining the differences between two men from the Bible: Samson and 
Joseph:5

• Samson was a strong man; he killed a lion with his bare hands. Joseph, who was not as physically 
strong as Samson, was a young ruler of Egypt. 

• Samson had talent and strength in body, but had a weak character. When an attractive woman 
winked at him, he ran towards her. Joseph had strength of character. When a woman winked at him, 
he ran away from her.

• Samson impressed men. Joseph impressed God. 

• Samson’s strength was taken from him when he failed a major test in his life. Joseph was promoted 
when he passed the same major test in his life. 

• Samson died in a position of weakness. Joseph died in a position of power as the Prime Minister of 
Egypt.

Joseph and Samson faced the same test in their lives, but their responses were completely different, and it 
shaped their destinies: Samson failed a test because he yielded to temptation. Joseph passed his test because he 
resisted the temptation. Joseph continued ruling over Egypt until his death, while Samson died a weak man. 

Just like Samson and Joseph, we will all be tested in life. Our destiny is determined by the tests we pass. A 
violation of character will cause you to forfeit your privilege to use and serve your gift. We can talk all day 
long about your gift—how important it is, how much we need it, and how it will make you great—but a lack 
of character will take you down.

5  The story of Samson and Delilah - Judges 16, The story of Joseph - Genesis 39.

Your fulfillment in life is dependent on 
becoming and doing what you were born to be 

and do, not others’ expectations of you.
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Now, let’s look at what happened when Samuel anointed David as the King of Israel. Did David go straight to 
the palace? No, he went right back into the fields with the sheep.

It is easy to think, “Now I know my gift and what I was created to do. I have made it. I have arrived.” We 
print our business cards, write our book, and try to launch ourselves. But, then we fall down because we have 
not been tested yet. We all have to pass tests. Without being tested, God cannot trust that we are prepared to 
carry our purpose to its fulfillment.

It Is Up To You
God hid your future where He knew you could not miss it. “It is not ahead of you; it is trapped inside of you” 
(Dr. Myles Munroe). Your job is to discover it. Sit down, talk to God, study your abilities, and write a plan 
that identifies your purpose and how you are going to execute it.

Once you do this and commit to it, you begin living. What you are looking for is nowhere else but inside of 
you. Do not sell yourself short. God placed the seed of everything in itself. He did not send us here to live an 
empty and haphazard life. Everything you need is already inside of you: He gave you the Holy Spirit, your 
brain, your purpose, your potential, and your gifting. What else do you need? You are not missing anything. 
You just can’t see it. You have to have eyes to see. Do not depend on other people; depend only on God as 
your source. He gave you your gifting, and it is up to you to walk in it.

It is imperative for you to discover your purpose in order to live a fulfilled and effective life. Therefore, it is 
important that you answer the twelve questions above because they will help you discover your purpose in life. 
Take the time to sit down with God and work through the questions; and be honest with yourself. He will 
help you with your answers. You will begin to see a recurring pattern through your answers to these questions.

Sometimes, the older you are, the harder it is to go back to answer these questions. A child, on the other hand, 
already knows how to answer them. You may ask them what they love doing once, and they can tell you. 
Children know their passion instinctively, but often are educated out of it by the time they reach adulthood. 
That’s why you may have to go back to your childhood. What was your passion when you were a child? What 
were the things you loved doing so much that your parents had to tell you when it was time to eat or go to 
sleep?

Your sphere of influence is much greater than your private world. Therefore, obeying God’s will for your life 
is a personal decision, but still not a private one. It is imperative that you take your time in truly discovering 
your purpose in life. This will propel you on your way to becoming your true self; a genuine leader.

“Life with purpose is precise and directed. Life 
without purpose is depressing.”

-Dr. Myles Munroe
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Take your time answering the twelve homework questions in the review section. These questions will help you 
pinpoint your purpose. Once you have finished the review section, I highly encourage you to spend some time 
journaling on your own. Please do not move onto the next course unless you are settled with knowing why 
you exist.
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Unit 2 Review Questions
1. What are the eight truths of purpose?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the key to success? Why is it so important?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. Why does purpose come before planning?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. Why are so many successful people still depressed?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. What is the purpose of wealth? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

6. What does your life assignment give or provide for you? Explain.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

7. What happens when you are operating in your life work?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Group Discussion Question
Now that you’ve read this unit, discuss the following question in a small group or with a partner.

1. What does this quote mean to you: “Your fulfillment in life is dependent on becoming and doing 
what you were born to be and do, not others’ expectations of you.”?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Homework Questions
1. What is your deepest desire? (Not what you have a general or passing “interest” in, but rather a deep 

yearning or aspiration to do.)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. What are you truly passionate about? (What do you really care about? What gifts and abilities do you 
especially enjoy using?)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. What makes you angry? (Not destructive anger which is selfishly motivated, but constructive anger 
that is based on compassion for others and a desire for people to be treated right; anger that is grieved 
by injustices and that leads to positive action in order to remedy problems.)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. What ideas and thoughts are persistent in your heart and mind (thoughts)? (What recurring dreams 
do you have for your life? What idea(s) never leaves you?)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. What do you constantly imagine yourself doing? (What do you dream about becoming? What gifts or 
skills would you use and develop in order to become this?)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

6. What do you want to do for humanity? (What kind of impact would you like to have on your 
community? What do you want to pass along to the next generation? What would you like to be 
remembered for?)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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7. What brings you the greatest fulfillment? (What three endeavors or achievements have given you the 
greatest satisfaction and fulfillment in life so far, and why? What motivates and gratifies you the most, 
and how can you incorporate it into your life as your vocation or life focus?)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

8. What could you do forever, even if there were no monetary compensation? (What activities are you 
currently receiving satisfaction from that you are not being paid for? What are you so dedicated to 
that you would continue to do it even if you stopped receiving money for it? What would you do for 
no compensation?)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

9. What would you rather be doing? (What do you wish you were doing when you are doing other 
things? What makes you feel most at home when you are doing it?)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

10. What would you do if you knew you could not fail? (What endeavor, enterprise, creative work, 
project, or plan would you engage in if it were risk-free? If money were no object? If you didn’t worry 
that you had the wrong background, the wrong looks, the wrong job experiences, or the wrong 
anything?)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

11. What is the most important thing you could do with your life? (Above all other things, what is the 
most significant thing you could do with your life? What do you want to occur in your life? How do 
you want to live your life based on your values and beliefs?)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

12. What endeavor or activity would best connect you to your Creator? (What draws you closest to 
God?)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Search for a common denominator in the answers to these questions. This will help you pinpoint your 
purpose.

Once you have pinpointed your purpose, write down some ways you can develop, refine, and use your gifts. 
How can you serve your gift in order to develop it?

Here are just a few examples:

• Offer your services for free at an organization in the field you are passionate about,

• Sign up for lessons to develop your craft, or

• Take online courses.

There are so many other ways you can develop your gift. Take some time to research them.

One final note: there are many good things to be involved in; however, purpose allows you to focus on the 
right thing.
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Unit 2 Principles
• Discovering your purpose is the key to your personal leadership.

• “Try not to become a man of success, but rather try to become a 
man of value.” —Albert Einstein

• Your purpose is what you were designed to do.

• Purpose is more important and more powerful than plans. 
Purpose precedes your plans. 

• God ignores your plans if they do not involve His purpose.

• God always relates His ability to your responsibility.

• If you want to attract God and the resources that He has for you, 
then find your purpose.

• God is not obligated to pay the bills you have created; He is 
obligated to pay the bills that He created you to create. 

• Wealth is not for you to be rich. It is to pay for God’s assignment 
in your life. You are only as wealthy as your assignment in life. 

• Purpose is the key to creation.

• When purpose is not known, abuse is inevitable.

• You are only successful if you accomplish God’s purpose for your 
life.

• Prosperity is in your life assignment, not your job.

• Your gift makes room for you, not self-promotion.

• Operate with character when fulfilling your purpose and you will 
live a very effective and fulfilled life.
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• Ability: ideas; concepts; the capacity to produce, create, and develop
• Abuse: to use something for another reason than what it was intended for
• Added: naturally attracted to you; it will come find you; given when it is needed; it comes with no 

stress
• Adonai: owner and lord
• Area of Gifting: your designated area of domain; the key to your leadership
• Authentic: real and humble
• Authenticity: the quality of being real
• Authority: the legal right to move or activate power
• Be Fruitful: be productive and produce; create and innovate
• Benefit: anything that contributes to the fulfillment of your ultimate desire 
• Budgeting: to delay personal gratification and think ahead
• Character: the true nature of who you are; a commitment to set of values without compromise; a 

dedication to set of standards without wavering or compromising; self-imposed discipline; a constant 
effort to integrate your words with your deeds

• Commonwealth: the economic system of the Kingdom of God; wealth for all citizens
• Confidence: to confide in yourself
• Conversion: to turn and change your thinking
• Created: formed out of nothing; brought something new to existence
• Crisis (Chinese): danger; opportunity
• Crisis: an event over which you have no control over; an emotionally significant event or radial 

change of status in a person’s life; an unstable or crucial time or state of affairs with which a decisive 
change is impending

• Darkness: Ignorance
• Death: disconnection from your Source; life leaving time
• Deployment: when you have transitioned from working full-time at a job to working to fulfill your 

life assignment (life work)
• Despise: ignore
• Discipline (Dr. Myles Munroe): “self-imposed standards and restrictions that are motivated by a 

desire greater than all the other alternatives”
• Discipline: to police yourself in order to pursue your highest priority above all of the other 

alternatives
• Dominion (English): to rule, govern, master, manage, and steward
• Dominion (Greek - Basileia): kingdom, sovereignty, royal power
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• Dominion (Hebrew - Radah): kingdom, sovereignty, to rule and reign, denotes a king and his 
territory

• Economy: the system of transactions conducted among the citizens of a country
• Eden: an environment; spot, moment, presence, open door, and delightful place; “a spot for the 

moment, where the presence of God is an open door to Heaven” (Dr. Myles Munroe)
• Faith: living by what we don’t see with our physical eyes, but with our vision
• Father: Source and Sustainer
• Formed: give a particular shape to; mold
• Glory: the full manifestation of a thing; the essence of the true thing
• Goals: incremental measures of ultimate progress; the steps you take to implement the bigger picture 

each day; the steps to take you through the strategy
• Goals: the creation of the path to take you to your desired destination; an established point of 

achievement that leads to a greater achievement; a point of measure of progress towards an ultimate 
purpose; a prerequisite for an achievement in an ultimate plan

• Greed: mismanagement of resources for personal benefit
• Haughty: looking down upon everyone
• Heart (Hebrew): mind
• History: recorded change
• Humble: earthy; down to earth; derived from the word ‘humus’
• Hypocrite: two faces
• Identity: who you are
• Image: character and nature
• Inauthentic: trying to be something that you were not intended to be
• Influence: inspiring others to use their gifts and accomplish the corporate vision; the capacity to cause 

others to listen to you
• Innovation: the ability to combine old things in a new way
• Integrity: integrated with yourself; you are one with yourself; who you are, what you say, and what 

you do are consistent
• Irresponsibility: a lack of sense of accountability; inability to respond to your own conscience
• Irresponsible: flighty, thoughtless, undependable, loose, immoral, unpredictable, unreliable, and 

untrustworthy
• Job: a place or individual that provides ways to learn and to cultivate your gift into a skill in 

preparation for your life work; a temporary experience and training that prepares you for your 
ultimate dream

• Kingdom (Dr. Myles Munroe): “A sovereign rulership and governing influence of a king over his 
territory (domain), impacting it with his will, his intent, and his purpose, producing a citizenry 
reflecting the culture and the nature of our King.” 

• Kingdom: a territory governed by a king; a country, a notion, and people who identify with the king’s 
sovereign rulership; a country, state, or territory ruled by a king
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• Law: the inherent principles that regulate the nature of life and relationships in God’s creation
• Leadership Spirit: what you were born with; the leader hidden inside you
• Light (Hebrew): knowledge
• Lord: owner
• Man: humans; mankind; the spirit man
• Management (Dr. Myles Munroe): “The effective, efficient, correct, and timely use of another 

person’s property and resources for the purpose they delegated with the view of producing the 
expected added value.”

• Mental Transformation: renewing your thinking by changing your mentality
• Messiah: exalted King
• Multiply: reproduce
• Natural Laws: laws that are inherent in nature (i.e. the rain cycle)
• Obedience: doing the right thing that God asked you to do
• Occupy: engage in business; conduct business; fulfill your purpose and solve problems
• Passion: an internal desire that is stronger than opposition or death (Dr. Myles Munroe)
• Perseverance: what you do while you are under pressure
• Persistence: the desire to withstand every opposition (Dr. Myles Munroe) 
• Personal Ambition: goals and life plan that only benefit you
• Personal Authority: your legal area of domain established by God for which He has designed, 

purposed, and equipped you to perform
• Plan: a predetermined strategy for intentional progress towards a purpose or destiny; the strategy
• Planning: when you put your vision on paper and the goals and objectives to accomplish it
• Potential: ability that has not yet been developed; inherent capacity for coming into being; all that 

you can be but have not become yet (Dr. Myles Munroe); dormant ability; untapped power; hidden 
strength; reserved energy

• Poverty: a lack of creativity, a product of a lack of planning or not having a vision for your life
• Power: ability to move and change things or cause action
• Pride: pretending to be something that you are not
• Priorities: critical keys to effective time management
• Prosperity: having access to what you need when you need it
• Proud: pretending to be someone that you are not and that you know it all
• Purpose: original intent; reason for existence; desired and result; end from the beginning; original will 

or counsel of manufacturer; motivation for creation; meaning (fulfillment) of creation; measure of 
success; what you were created to contribute to the world: the solution that you were created to bring

• Re-deem: to repossess; to regain ownership of something
• Receive: to have once again, to take again
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• Repent (Greek): after thought; changing your heart (mind; inner man)
• Repent: change your way of thinking
• Replenish: redistribute it to the marketplace
• Reputation: who people think you are
• Righteousness (Greek - diakios): those who are upright, just, and righteous; straightness; alignment; 

straight-up
• Righteousness: to be in right-standing, or right position, with the King and the Kingdom; to be 

in sync with the Law; to be in proper relationship with authority; a legal, lawful alignment with 
authority; to be obedient to the standards, regulations, and laws of a nation

• S.M.A.R.T.: Specific, Measured, Achievable, Realistic, Time defined
• Salvation: salvage what was lost
• Seed (Hebrew - idiom): ideas
• Seed: your gift
• Seek the Kingdom: learn about and understand the Kingdom’s concept, its philosophy (school of 

thought), laws, how the economy works, the culture, its policies, its protocols, your citizenship, the 
provisions of the King, worship of the King, your representation or ambassadorship of the King; to 
understand how it operates, your benefits in it, and your role in it.

• Seek: to pursue; to understand; to explore; to study; to make a priority of
• Self-confidence: being humble; being in agreement with who you are
• Self-discovery: discovering who you are
• Servant Leadership: giving of yourself; serving your gift to humanity
• Shine: expose
• Shrewd: having or showing sharp powers of judgment; astute; keen; wise
• Sight: a function of the eyes; an assessment of the senses of your flesh
• Skills: your gift refined and developed
• Spirit (capital S): the Holy Spirit
• spirit (lower case s): attitude; mentality
• Spirit of Leadership: the attitude, or mentality, of a leader
• Spiritual Laws: established by the Creator; inherent in the human spirit: establish a conscience
• Stay in Right Standing: change your thinking and obey the laws and principles that God put into 

place before creation and built into life
• Success: what you have done compared to what you were created to do; the fulfillment and 

completion of the purpose and life assignment for which you were created; becoming a person of 
value

• The Kingdom of God: the influence of God and His Kingdom
• Thoughts: seeds planted in your mind
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• Tithing: paying your taxes in the Kingdom of God
• Toiling: working or trying excessively hard without results
• Trespassing: taking the shortcuts in life
• True Faith: currency of the Kingdom; a lifestyle that is based on a belief system that is rooted in the 

truth and the Creator that established it and shaped by the His principles and laws
• True Riches: resources – monetary, people, time, etc.
• True Wealth: having access to what you need when you need it
• Vision: how you will accomplish your purpose; a conceptual reality; future view of your purpose; 

your purpose in pictures; the capacity to see beyond your sight; the ability to see the invisible; it 
benefits humanity; a function of the heart

• Windows: idiom for open access
• Wisdom: the laws and principles applied in your life
• Work (Greek - ginomai): to become yourself; to manifest who you are; to release yourself
• Work: to cultivate; to give order; to manage; life assignment


